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Studebaker Readies Bassinet 
$1,300,000 for Tools 
Building for Buyer Brackets 
| Leaders Laud Goodyear 
Dawson Does 30 


ee 
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Chris Sinsabaugh 
| 
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IRST the whispering gallery } 


had it that a blessed event 
sight happen in South Bend, 
which aroused 


Then, while 
walking my beat 
in Indiana, I 
found that for 
once at least the 
grapevine tele- 
graph was right 
—it wasn’t just 
a rumor; it was 
a fact. Stumbling 
on it before it 
was ready to pop, 
I was shush 
own for the time being. But, as 
it Philip Gibbs would say, “Now 
tcan be told.” 


There will be a blessed event 
a it will be a brand new car, 
wt just another model, and it 
ill be put out by the Ancient 
nd Honorable House of Stude- 
aker—a car that will be in di- 
xt competition with the “Big 
hee” and priced at the Plym- 
ith level. Not that Studebaker 
wects to put Chevrolet, Ford 
id Plymouth out of business or 
take huge inroads into their 
‘arket, but South Bend believes 
‘tre is a fine opportunity to get 
tar in edgewise into this field 
id mebbe get a fair slice of the 
lume of this class bracket, with 
1 automobile that is specially 
“signed to cut down the cost of 
;’intenance through weight re- 
‘Uction and quality workmanship. 


* 


Paul Hoffman 


STUDEBAKER’S labor pains on | 


ils job are about over and, with- 
Mt betraying any confidences, 
|l promise you that you can have 
Our first peep at the new baby 
“and around Apr. 1, just in time 
‘Meet the spring rush. But we 
't0 have helped wet nurse it will 
‘ave Our peep next week when 
‘Stributors, dealers and the press 
‘ll foregather in the key cities 
;, Me previews which always 
teshadow the appearance of 
|“W Cars, 





r 


CONFIDENT that this new car 
“0 break into the low-bracket 
“st company, Studebaker execu- 
"s have put their money where 
‘See SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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| RAYMOND SMITH (left) newly-elected president. talks over plans for the 
Fisher Body Craftsman’s Guild Alumni Assn. with William S. McLean, secre- 
tary of the parent organization. The 23-year-old Amarillo, (Tex.) youth was 
|a winner of a $5,000 university scholarship in the 1932 model Napoleonic 
| coach-building competition sponsored by the General Motors Educational 
Foundation. Graduated last year from the Carnegie Institute of Technology, 

he is now employed in the industrial design department of the automotive 
| concern’s styling section. 





Supreme Court Sitdown Ban 
Seen Boon to Cooperation 


By William Uliman | view of many competent Washing- 
Washington Correspondent _ ton observers, will be to adjust, in 
WASHINGTON.—From an un- | large degree, the unfair weight 


looked for — = — eek, the | which the NLRB has exercised in 
administration’s effor improve | iahor’s favor and, further, to pro- 


the relationships between business vide the first practical step in the 


and industry and the federal gov- 
ernment, and President Roosevelt’s | "¢approachment between the gov- 
ernment and private enterprise. 


renewed attempt to reconcile the 
To be sure, the administration 


differences between labor’s war- 
ring factions, received a power- | had not reckoned upon this vitally 
ful impetus. important development. The ad- 
The source was the United | ministration’s action had consisted 
States supreme court; the imme-| first of a conciliatory speech at 
diate cause was the opinions in| Des Moines by Secretary of Com- 
merce Harry L. Hopkins, close 


lthe National Labor Relations 
| Board cases, and the effect, in the | presidential adviser, who held out 
an olive branch in very general 


t ; th te state- 
Col. Glover Heads [Son On 2 mae cmctete state- 
Reorganized Reo 


jority leader, to the effect that 
there would be no anti-trust legis- 
9 
As Gen’! Manager 
LANSING.—Appointment of 


lation, no new tax bills, and no 
general farm legislation at this 
session, and perhaps amendment 
of the Wagner act; and finally 
| Col. F eo “or te |Roosevelt’s letters to President 
ager o e ( . 
was announced Friday by the 
company. 
Col. Glover, for years with 


| William Green, of the American 
Timken-Detroit and chief of mo- 


| Federation of Labor, and Presi- 
tor transport service during the 


(See SITDOWN, Page 6, Col. 3) 
war, returned from Pasadena 
(Calif.) Thursday, where he has 














The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 








been living for some time, and 
immediately picked up the reins a in AN Today: ie 
rernment. No statement as 

Sone — Pos. Make Pos. | 
_ Used ear stock — best | 137.600 Chevrolet 28,641— 2 
since 1936. See page lo. | 230.953 Ford 30447 1 | 
oe | 

to the Glover policy will be an- | 3—22,745 Plymouth 13,784— 3 
nounced until he has had a| 4—11,604 Buick 8,179— 4 
chance to look things over. || 5—11,573 Dodge 5,841— 5 

| Frank Morgan will carry on as | 6— 8.491 Olds. 5.436... 9 
sales manager, and W. C. Woods | i— 8,189 Pontiac 5,623— 6 

| will be treasurer. ‘| 8— 4,365 Chrysler  2,893— 8 

| Now that the legal battle for | oe a oo ee 

'control of Reo has been amicably | , Nas Rs 

settled, it is expected that the | Total All Makes 
company, with the injection . 157,585 116,524 

inew blood in the management, a: ta ty Pa 

| will again become an important ae . sending aN 


| factor in the truck field. 
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Court Labor Stand Abets FDR Business Balm 


NDUSTRY BOOSTS OUTPUT RATES 





Low Stocks, Firm Sales, 
Good Outlook Force Rise 


By William C. Callahan 
Managing Editor. Automotive News 

DETROIT.—Sharp production increases during the com- 
ing week, with a steadily upward trend for the remainder of 
March, are anticipated here as the industry enters the spring 
selling season in the best shape it has been in since the spring 
of 1936. Sustained selling of both new and used cars during 
February has made it possible to approach spring with fa- 
vorably low stocks in dealers’ hands. Surveys of conditions 
in the major markets of the country reveal no basic reasons 
for changing eatlia cohiess O—— 





that the increased confidence 
and buying, which started 


shortly after the mid-year in 
1938, will be continued. 

Bolstering of physical improve- 
ments is the new attitude of the 
Federal Administration toward 


recent talks by high governmental 
officials. Understanding that there 
will be no material tampering with 
present tax schedules during the 
coming year, gives the average 
business man sort of a True 
North by which he can set the 
course of his activities for the 
coming year. 

Recent announcements by steel 
that it would spend $126,000,000 
in expansion this year, coupled 
with a later survey showing that 
railroads are returning to the 
market for equipment and sup- 
plies, are also factors which 
should buoy the entire market. In 
the case of railroad, a Dow-Jones 
survey revealed that 15 lines this 
year will purchase better than 
350,000 tons of rails, which will 
top last year’s purchases by 153 
percent. 

From the automotive industry’s 
own standpoint, a survey conducted 
by Automotive News places the to- 
tal new car stocks in dealers’ hands 
at the present time at about 375,- 
000 units. This compares with 
about 410,000 at this time a year 


ago, and the sales rate at the 
(See Production Page 10, Col. 5) 


business in general, as revealed in | 





Wisconsin Dealer 
Loses Suit Based 


On License Law 


WAUSAU, Wis.—Federal Judge 
| Patrick T. Stone has dismissed the 
suit of Robert F. Buggs, of Janes- 
ville, against the Ford Motor Co. 
for $150,000 damages arising over 
the termination of a contract by 
the company. 

Judge Stone also issued an or- 
der, sought by the Ford company 
in a counter claim, enjoining 
Buggs from using the advertising 
signs of the motor car firm. Buggs 
was a Ford dealer from 1913 to 
Sept. 27, 1937, when the motor 
company terminated the contract 
in dispute. 

In his ruling, Judge Stone held 
that the suit rested on a contract 
between Buggs and the Ford Mo- 
tor Co. and not on a Wisconsin 
statute as contended by the plain- 
tiff. The contract, signed in Oc- 
tober, 1932, Judge Stone held, gave 
either party the right to terminate 
| the agreement with or without 
| cause. 
| The 1937 statute, upon which 
| Buggs based his claim, provides 
for the licensing of motor vehicle 
manufacturers, dealers and sales- 
men and regulates centracts be- 
tween such manufacturers and 
| dealers. 








mn 
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NEW YORK.—Fair 
statutes, authorizing minimum 
price contracts between manu- 
|facturers and retailers and pro- 
| viding for their enforcement, are 
now operative in 44 states, ac- 
cording to a survey just an- 
jnounced here. Alabama became 
‘the 44th state to adopt such legis- 
! lation when Gov. Frank M. Dixon 
| signed a fair trade bill Feb. 20. 
| Supported principally by small 
independent retailers, fair trade 
bills also are reported currently 
pending in the legislatures of the 
four other states, Delaware, Mis- 
souri, Texas and Vermont. Similar 
legislation for the District of Co- 
|lumbia has been introduced in the 
| house of representatives. 

Contrasted with the spread of 
this type of legislation, an increas- 
ing opposition is now noted. This 


trade 








Fair Trade Practice Acts 
Now Operative in 44. States 


growing opposition is led by larger 
merchandisers and chain retail- 
ers whose overhead setup and en- 
'tire merchandising structure pro- 
| vide potential benefits under price 
flexibility and correspondingly 
|suffer under rigid price control. 
|Growing press opposition to the 
|fair trade measures also is re- 
| ported. 


i 
| International to Introduce 
| New Low Priced Tractor 
CHICAGO.—International Har- 
| vester Co. will place on the mar- 
|ket as promptly as possible a new 
|tractor, smaller and lower in 
|price than any unit the company 
|has ever sold, according to Wall 
Street Journal. Reports that Har- 
| vester was planning such a move 
|} have been current for some time. 
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Pa. Law Would Effectually B 
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Business Turned Over 


To Railroads, Klugh Says 


Special to Automotive News 
HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS)— 

An amendment to the 1937 motor 

code, which regulates the trans- 


portation of new cars and trucks | 


by motor vehicles on Pennsylvania 
highways, is discriminatory, it was 
declared this week by Claude S. 
Klugh, manager of the Pennsyl- 
vania Automotive Assn. 

Klugh referred to Section 1033, 
which provides that (a) No person 
shall operate a vehicle on the 
highways of this Commonwealth 
having two levels for the carriage 
of other vehicles; (b) carrying 
other vehicles, any part of which 
is carried at a height of more than 
115 inches above the ground; (c) 
carrying any other vehicle, any 
part of which is above the cab 
of the carrier vehicle, or over the 
head of the operator, and (d) car- 
rying any other vehicle, any axle 
of which is more than three feet 
higher than any other axle on 
such carried vehicle. 

Sub-section (c) became effec- 





Wage Income 
Takes Sizeable 


Spurt in Jan. 


WASHINGTON. — Income pay- 
ments to individuals in the United 
States during January aggregated 
5,532 millions, an increase of 50 mil- 
lions from the 5,482 millions total 
of January, 1938, the U. S. bureau of 
foreign and domestic commerce an- 
nounced this week. 

With the cost of living currently 
about 3 percent lower than a year 
ago, it would appear that the nation’s 
income recipients enjoyed a substan- 
tially larger real income in January 
of this year than in the correspond- 
ing month of 1938, it was stated. 
Although the bureau’s seasonally ad- 
justed index of income payments de- 
clined fractionally from 84.5 (1929- 
100) in December, 1938, to 84.2 in 
January, the index was nearly 5 per- 
cent above the 1938 low of 80.4 re- 
corded last May. Income payments 
include wages, salaries, dividends, 
interest, entrepreneurial income and 
relief payments. 

Reflecting the sustained expansion 
in industrial production during the 
latter half of 1938, the January in- 
come of employes in the commodity- 
producing industries (mining, manu- 
facturing and construction) was 5 
percent larger than for the corre- 
sponding month of 1938. Aggregate 
payrolls in trade and transportation 
were unchanged from a year ago 
while in the service industries sal- 
aries and wages were increased 2 
percent. 


License to White 
Granted by DiVco 


DETROIT. — The DiVco-Twin 
Truck Co., has granted a license, 
under patents owned by it, to the 
White Motor Co., for the manu- 
facture of White’s new line of 
light delivery vehicles to be 
known as the “White Horse.” 

At the same time, the White 


company has made settlement with | 
the DiVco-Twin company for past | 


infringements of DiVco patents on 
White models previously built in 
the stand-drive, or low through- 
aisle field, and also on the so- 
called “sit-drive” type of vehicle 
in which the body of the vehicle 
extends over the front wheels, it 
is announced. 

Seventeen other truck manu- 
facturers and body builders have 
ceased building the stand-drive or 


low through-aisle vehicle, and 
have compensated DiVco for past 
infringement. 





Baltic Bus Order 
LONDON.—(UTPS)—The biggest or 
der for motor vehicles ever issued by 
any Baltic state has been placed by 
the Riga Municipality with Leyland 
Motors Ltd., Lancashire. It includes 


70 chassis and 20 complete motor-—buses 
to the value of more than $500,000 





tive June 29, 1937, while the 
others become effective Jan. 1, 
1940. 

“This law virtually kills the 


transportation of cars and trucks 
by automobile transporters and 
turns this business over lock, 
stock and barrel to the railroads, 
becoming fully effective Jan. 1, 
1940,” Klugh stated, expressing 
the opinion that railroads are not 
prepared to handle it. 


“There is no law prohibiting the 
transportation of other merchan- 
dise over the cab,” and which 
Klugh said, “are more than 115 
inches in height, but they are not 
arbitrarily ruled off the high- 
ways.” 

He pointed out that the Dauphin 
County court has upheld sub-sec- 
tion (c) as constitutional and or- 
ders were issued by the Pennsyl- 
vania motor police to begin en- 
forcement. 


“At that particular time,” he 
asserted, “‘business conditions in 
this state were deplorable .. . pro- 
duction at automobile factories 
was anything but satisfactory, due 
to labor difficulties. To have 
started enforcement would have 
resulted in the unemployment of 
thousands of drivers . . . transport 
equipment of this type would have 
been tied up, and with it, thou- 
sands of dollars’ worth of invest- 
ment.” 


Klugh warned that while the 
secretary of revenue has decided 
to delay enforcement, it may be 
enforced within the next few 
weeks. 

Unless an order concurring in 
the viewpoint of R. W. Snow, of 
the interstate commerce commis- 
sion, in which he indicated that 
vehicles covered in sub-section (c) 
were considered safe for use on 
the highways, is issued by the 
commission, police will begin en- 
forcement at once. A final order 
from the commission is expected 
within the next week. 


Southwest Dealers 
Stage a Driveaway 


Of Dodge Trucks 


DETROIT.—A group of 60 
Dodge truck dealers and salesmen 
from New Mexico, Arkansas, Ok- 
lahoma and Texas headed home- 
ward Tuesday in trucks obtained 
at the factory. 

Arriving in Detroit Monday 
morning, the men spent the day 
in visits to the new Dodge truck 
plant and to the Dodge and Plym- 
outh passenger car factories. Dur- 
ing the luncheon recess they were 
welcomed by Forest H. Akers, 
Dodge vice-president and director 
of sales, and by T. W. Moss, the 
company’s director of truck sales. 

The day’s program closed with 
a dinner at Hotel Detroit Leland 
and with an exposition of the 





| 
| 
| 


length and thoroughness of tests | 


that precede the production of 
new Dodge truck models, given by 


O. M. Raes of the engineering | ber to January than in the corres- 
| ponding period a year ago. 


staff. 





AT SEND-OFF DINNER tendered a group of sixty Dodge truck dealers, who 
had come to Detroit from points in Oklahoma, Arkansas, New Mexico and 
Texas to take delivery of new Dodge trucks. 
of Dodge truck sales; at Moss’ right is J. C. Fast, president of Fast Motor Co., 
J. Ross, president of Ross Motor Co., Fort 


Muskogee, Okla.; at Moss’ left, R. 
Smith, Ark. 


(OMAN HEAL 





SOME JOB, declares W. F. Breuer, manager of Nash’s two-month spring | 
sales campaign, now in full swing nationally. All the campaign pledges, dem- 
onstration reports and salesmen’s contest points are carefully collected and 
tabulated under Breuer’s direction. More than 14,000 demonstrations were 
made by Nash salesmen during the first days of the drive, which began 
February 10 and will conclude Apr. 10. 


Truman Bill is Designed 


To Promote Truck Safety 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON.—Because of 
the increasing flow of inquiries in- 
to the national capital concerning 
the Truman bill, designed to reg- 
ulate the interstate use of motor 
vehicles, and the considerable con- 
fusion that seemingly exists con- 
cerning its purpose, the follow- 
ing statement was issued here this 
} nore by the Keystone Automobile 
ub: 


“The bill was 
Senator Harry Truman, of 
Missouri,” says the Keystone; 
statement, “and it has passed the} 
senate and now awaits action in 
the house. It prohibits the op- 
eration of motor vehicles in in- 
terstate commerce by unlicensed 
operators, and sets up require- 
ments which operators must meet 
before licenses may be issued to 
them in the various states; that is, 
licenses complying with the fed- 
eral formula to permit free pas- 
sage between the states. 


“Should the bill become a law, | 


it would not become effective unti]| bureau of investigation and other 
four years after its enactment, 


police agencies.” 
thus giving opportunity to the 


sensed operators foenactthenecess| LUCK Freight 
Traffic in Jan. 


sary legislation. It is contended the | 
Easily Tops ’38 


bill does not infringe on states’| 
rights. Its purpose is to require’ 
licensing of all drivers by the 
states, with the further proviso| wASHINGTON.—Truck freight 
movements are running. well 
Morris Motors Spends | above last year, it is shown in re- 
|}ports compiled by the American 


$16,250,000 for Materials Trucking Assns. January traffic | 
| 
| 


that the licenses be issued in ac- | 
cordance with the federal require- | 
ments before they will be fed- 
erally recognized. 

“The principal requirement is 
that licenses be issued only to per- 
sons ‘passing an examination 
which includes a test of the ap- 
plicant’s eyesight, his ability to 
read and _ understand highway 
signs regulating, warning and di- 
recting traffic, and an _ actual 
demonstration of ability to exer- 
cise ordinary and reasonable con- | 
trol in the operation of a motor 
vehicle.’ 

“For purposes of the act, ‘in- 
terstate commerce’ means driving 
a motor vehicle from one state to 
another. 

“Eleven states now have strict 
requirements for drivers’ licenses. 
Twenty-two states have require- 
ments which would conform 
to the senate bill. Proponents of 
the measure favor its enactment 
in the interest of safety and also 
as a means of aiding the federal 





introduced by 





LONDON.—(UTPS)—As a ges-| was 26.5 percent above the corre- 
ture of confidence in the arrival of | sponding period of last year; how- 
a new era of prosperity, directors of |ever, the January total was 2.8} 
Morris Motors have decided to spend | percent under December, 1938. 
$16,250,000 for production material.| The ATA received comparable | 
Employment for thousands of people | reports from 213 motor carriers in | 
throughout the country will be «|41 states who transported an ag- | 
direct result. | gregate of 780,460 tons. These 

The expenditure has heen neces-| same carriers transported a total | 
sitated by an increase in orders,| of 617,249 tons in January, 1938, | 
which are 18,000 more for Septem-|and 802,753 tons in December, | 
1938. 

The 


an 





January tigures represent 
increase of 3.8 percent over} 
the 1936 monthly average. Thus, | 
the ATA truck loadings index | 
| figure for January stood at 103.83 





compared with 81.76 for January | 
a year ago, and 107.02 for De-' 
cember. 1938. 


3 New Books Issued 
To Trade by NWRA| 
DETROIT.—The National Wheel | 


ering all the special sizes of wheels 
and tires available in the commercial 
field; and the new official No. 139 
Wheel Parts Catalog containing 64 
pages of original equipment data. 


Center is Tom W. Moss, director 





an Car Truckaways 


Fisher Guild’s 


Alumni Assn. 


Names Officers 


DETROIT.—-Detroit officers of 
the Fisher Body Craftsman’s 
Guild alumni association for the 
ensuing year were announced late 
this week by William S. McLean, 
secretary of the parent organiza- 
tion, following the annual election. 

The international president is 
Raymond Smith, winner of a $5,000 
university scholarship in the 1932 
model Napoleonic coach-building 
competition sponsored by the Gen- 
eral Motors educational foundation. 
Graduated last year from Carnegie 
Institute of Technology, the 23- 
year-old Amarillo, Texas, youth is 
now employed in the industrial de- 


| sign department of the automotive 


concern’s styling section. 

Other officers are, Richard Guth- 
rie, of London, Ont., international 
secretary; Joseph Olafson, Saska- 
toon, Sask., Canadian vice-presi- 
dent; Laurence Drebert, Edmonton, 
Alta., Canadian secretary; Stuart 
Hitzelberger, Racine, Wis., U. S. 
vice-president; and Henry Larzel- 
ere, Flint, Mich., U. S. secretary. 

Membership in the alumni organ- 
ization is limited to the youths 
who have been awarded university 
scholarships in the model-building 
competitions conducted by the 
Fisher Body Craftsman’s Guild. 


Guthrie and Olafson were winners *' 


in 1933, Drebert and Hitzelberger 
in 1984, and Larzelere in 1936. 


Nash Sales Up 
33% in First 
20 Days of Feb. 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of new 
Nash cars continued their strong 
upward climb during the first 20 
days of February, figures received 
at the factory showing an increase 
of 33 per cent over those of the 
comparable period a year ago, it is 
announced by W. A. Blees, general 
sales manager. 

During the first 20 days of Feb- 
ruary this year, sales totalled 2,132 
cars, aS compared with 1,605 cars 
in the same period a year ago, 
Blees said. 

Spectacular gains during the 
period were repored from impor- 
tant points throughout the country, 
Blees said, pointing out that vir- 
tually all distributors had reported 
substantial sales increases over the 


' same 20 days in 1938. 


The most sensational gain was 
reported by the Springfield, IIl., 
distributorship, where sales were 
up 800 per cent. Terre Haute re- 
ported a gain of 700 per cent, 
while Charlotte, N. C., was up 500 
percent, Blees said. 


Nestle to Head 


Chrysler Service 


DETROIT. — Harvey J. Nestle. 
whose appointment as_ general 
service manager of Chrysler Corp. 
central service 
division was an- 
nounced in Auto- 
motive News last 
week, has. been 
with Chrysler 
since 1932. 

A veteran of 
19 years’ expe- 
rience in the 
automobile serv- 
ice field, Nestle 
in 1935 helped 
organize the 
central service 
setup to co-ordinate service work 
of the various divisions, and as- 
sisted Tom W. Moss in the de- 





H. J. Nestle 


& Rim Assn. has just completed re-| Velopment of a unified service 

lease to the field of its 1939 catalog | Program. 

} and sales promotion program Nestle assumes his new post 
These new books are available: the | immediately, as head of the 

“Tire Showman,” illustrating proper| central service unit that co- 

methods of displaying tires on| ordinates the service activities of 


wheels: “Correct Combinations,” cov- | the Plymouth, Dodge, De Soto and 


Chrysler divisions. 

Moss, whom Nestle succeeds, 
last week was appointed director 
of Dodge truck sales, succeeding 
J. D. Burke, resigned. 
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laws 


jommercial drivers and adoption 
fsuch laws by states which have 
nt yet taken 
rsing efforts to obtain uniform 
automobile 


b. properly conducted” system of|sion’s safety requirements for 
a ompulsory periodic inspection of{trucks and buses in_ interstate 
a rehicles and recommending the|commerce and that 14 other states 
6 astallation of bumpers on _ alllhad adopted them in part. 

ee rhicles “wherever practicable”. Kelly said the ICC would get 
a. Also adopted was a_ resolution out a safety handbook in the 


he |,- . 
is Neb. Legislature 
,| Dooms State’s 


32 § ° mending that the various state of- 
rs | Car Testing Aet ficials study this prepoaad with a 
, Porn —s view to adoption by their re- 
| LINCOLN, Neb.- -The Nebraska | spective legislatures, Kelly ex- 
he j(SSlature served notice this week | plained that few states now re- 
‘at it will repeal the state-wide quired such physical examina- 


, |%mpulsory car testing law passed 
z° Be 1887, which has been the mest 


“ntroversial measure before the|bus drivers had taken such ex- 
he | sent session. aminations. 

_An_ attempt by Senator E. M. Will Use Reflectors 
1 a Seggern to substitute another Another conference speaker, 
+» | mM of compulsory testing, calling | Arthur W. Brandt, New York 


re or inspections twice a year, failed 
e- 1¥ a 37 to 3 vote. His plan would 


it, Plave 
O Fthat « 
i ‘or ve 


j Sry equipment and at least one 
/tson competent to inspect,” to 
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>. | "€ present law, 
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t wre is no compulsory testing, but E. R. Sherbaum, of the New 
oie motorists would be expected | Jersey highway department, re- 
> ia lave brakes and lights within | ported that in 16 counties where 

imum specifications contained | high-power incandescent lighting 

(2 the act. Officers suspecting a|had been applied to hazardous 
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special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Legislation to 
yevent defective used car resale, 
gulting from interstate “‘dump- 
ag’, was advocated by Harry G. 
wragg, manager of the Automobile 
yerchants Assn. of New York, in 
dressing the fourth regional con- 
gence on highway safety and 
gotor vehicle problems, called by 


Committee on 
eration. 

About 50 legislators, 
ators and other officials of nine 
Northeastern states participated in 
the conference, which 


vlt here. Assemblyman Harold C. 
Qstertag, 
presided. 
Bragg told the conference that 


emmissioner, had taken steps to 
isale for used cars to state their 


wotected, he 
housands of defective vehicles are 
‘dumped” annually to be sold to 
msuspecting buyers as sound used 


Resolutions were adopted by the 
onference urging enforcement of 


“© would modify 


In voting down tl 

: 1e Von Seggern 
Dian, the ] ic]: ne wine 
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Outlined at N. Y. Conference 



















































urging compulsory instructi i 
safety education for pupils in alen 
mentary high schools. It was sug- 
gested in this resolution that sat- 
isfactory completion of approved 
courses be substituted for examin- 
ations on traffic regulations in 
tests for driving licenses. 


Other adopted resolutions rec- 
ommended reduction of speed lim- 
its in night driving and develop- 
ment of a program to provide 
greater security for pedestrians: 
requested that bicyclists be re- 
quired to observe the same regu- 
lations as motorists and that vend- 
ing on highway rights of way be 
prohibited, and recommended 
adoption of legislation by all 
states requiring motor vehicle ad- 
ministrators to report all serious 
violations to the administrator of 
the issuing state in accordance 
pa rules and regulations of such 
state. 


New York Joint Legislative 
Interstate Coop- 


adminis- 
concluded 


committee chairman, 


Moses, New York City license 


il used car “dumping” in the 


market by requiring all bills Now Held Impossible 


During discussion of the ques- 
tion of requiring trucks to carry 
rear bumpers, F. D. Pratt, presi- 
dent of the New York Motor 
Truck Assn., said the high truck 
body was passing and most trucks 
now were so close to the ground 
that it was impossible for a mo- 
torist to poke the nose of his car 
under the rear end of the truck 
as some drivers have been ac- 
customed to do in attempting 
short turns. 

H. H. Kelly, of the ICC bureau 
of motor carriers, reported that 17 
states had adopted the commis- 


fication as used vehicles. But 
sections of the state are un- 
said, declaring 


limiting hours of service of 


such action: in- 


equipment and a 





spring for distribution among bus 
and truck drivers, in which the 
suggestion will be made that ap- 
plicants for such jobs submit to 
a physical examination. Recom- 


tions. The ICC, he said, found 
that only 34 percent of truck and 


state commissioner of highways, 
said his department had been so 
pleased with experimental results 
from use of reflected light from 
plastic buttons on low posts along 
the road that 35,000 had been pur- 
chased and the whole Albany Post 
Road. from New York City to the 
state capital, would be so lighted. 
He said that accidents declined 
more than 70 percent in the first 
three months after installation of 
the buttons on a 70-mile stretch 
between Detroit and _ Lansing, 
Mich. 


allowed any public garage 
Satisfies the director of mo- 
hicles that it has the neces- 


testing lane like munici- 
S do under the present law. 
and not repeal 
with only brake 


ght testing compulsory. 


to the point where 


by 37 percent. ; 
“The conference was substantial- 
ly agreed against requiring peri- 
odic reexamination of drivers ex- 
cept those who had been involved 
in serious accidents. They agreed, 
too, on the need for a standard 
medical examination of persons 
charged with intoxicated driving. 


age or testing station 


ts were faulty, the motorist 
be subject to arrest. 


Truckers Attend 


\ (UTPS)— 
Nnsylvania Motor Truck Assn. 





Arthur H. James, 
om and legisla- 
luesday night at the fourth 
Rislative dinner held by the 
she: the Zembo Mosque. 


Austin’s Re-Entry 


LONDON.—(UTPS)—The Austin Mo- 
tor Co. has re-entered the commercial 
vehicle field. The present range con- 
sists of 30 cwt., 2-ton, and 3 ton 
models, the last two being available 


Thomas, news commenta- | with a short or a long wheelbase. In- 


the program witl . luding the chassis, there are 28 mod- 

: ith cluding the ,» th : 

vening 1 q = t his tls. the bodies of which are all built 
8 roadcast \pproxi- by the Austin firm. 


400 truckers attended the din- 
Which W. J. Clark, of Phila- 

introduced the toastmaster, 
Man, of Fruehauf Trailer Co. 


—e 





Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
“Sparks” column is read by the “wide 
awake” in the industry 


| for the first 20 days of February 






















































EIGHTEEN REPRESENTATIVES of Chevrolet’s dealer organization were in 
Detroit this week attending the Dealer Planning and Dealer Used Car Com- 
mittee meetings, one dealer from each of nine regions being present at each 


conference. Left to right, William E. Pond, of Pond Chevrolet Sales, Mt. 


Vernon, O., and Ed Hedner, national director service for Chevrolet. 






FELIX DORAN, jr., assistant general sales manager of Chevrolet, is shown 
here (left) with F. L. Gump, Gump Chevrolet, Shelby, O., a member of the 
National Dealer Planning Committee. 


¥ 


SHOWN HERE are T. H. Keating, (right) assistant general sales manager of 
Chevrolet, and P. L. Card, of the Philip L. Card Co., Norwich, N. Y. 





TWO WESTERN dealers came to Detroit for the Chevrolet National Dealer 
Planning Committee meeting. On the left is L. E. Moriarity, Moriarity Chev- 
— Co., Watsonville, Calif. Right is L. J. Hughes, Hughes Motor Co., Norman, 

a. 





WITH W. E. FISH, (left) manager of Chevrolet’s commercial car department, 
is William Ranken, Haddonfield Sales Co., Haddonfield, N. J.. a member of the 
National Dealer Planning Committee. 


| last year. Combined new and used 
|car sales in the second 10-day pe- 

riod were 54,949, the announce- 
| ment said. 


Chevrolet Sales 
Up 25.2% Over 


February, 1938 
3 ASTM Issues Index 


DETROIT.—New cars and trucks | s 
sold by Chevrolet dealers in the On Its 370 Standards 
PHILADELPHIA. — The 


second 10 days of February totalled 
16,551, making a total of 33,651 | 


(meri 


units sold in the first 20 days of na ey Te Feating Materials 
the month, as against 26,878 in the | |'*> Just issued an Index to ASTM 
same period last year. This is an Standards and Tentative Standards.” 
increase of 25.2 per cent over the) ‘The book gives information on all 


corresponding 1988 period. The 
announcement was made at Chev- 
rolet headquarters here this week. 

In the same 20-day period, Chev- 
rolet dealers sold 71,514 used cars, 
registering a gain over the total 


of the 70 standards as of Jan. 1 


tions, test methods and 
Copies are 
upon written request to ASTM head 
quarters, 260 S. Broad St., Phila- 


delphia 





definitions. | 
furnished free of charge | 
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Interest Mounts 
In Oldsmobile’s 
Free-Car Contest 


LANSING.—Keen interest is an- 
ticipated in Oldsmobile’s big free-car 
contest, in which 31 Oldsmobile Sixty 
two-door sedans will be awarded, one 
each day for everyday in March, to 
contestants who write the most in- 
teresting impressions resulting from 
their ride in a new Oldsmobile Sixty, 
according to D. E. Ralston, general 
salesmanager of Oldsmobile. The 
contest started Mar. 1 and extends 
through the month. 

Entry blanks and complete infor- 
mation may be obtained from any 
one of Oldsmobile’s 3,500 dealers. 
Any resident of the United States, 
over 16 years of age, is eligible to 
compete. Oldsmobile dealers will pro- 
vide trial drives to all who wish to 
enter. After the demonstration has 
been completed the contestant is pro- 
vided with an official entry blank on 
which space is provided for six com- 
ments, of 25 words each, under var- 
ious headings such as, ease of hand- 
ling, performance, riding qualities, 
etc. 

“Official judges will be George M. 
Slocum, publisher Automotive News; 
Richard Harfst, general manager 
Automobile Club of Michigan; and 
Harold M. Hastings, secretary-man- 
ager Adcraft Club of Detroit. 


Cadillac-LaSalle 
Shipments in Feb. 
At All-Time High 


DETROIT.—Shipments of Cadil- 
lacs and LaSalles from the factory 
last month were the highest for 
any February on records of the 
company. 

According to General Sales Man- 
ager D. E. Ahrens, volume ex- 
ceeded the same month of a year 
ago by 85 per cent and topped the 
best previous February (1929) by 
3 per cent. 

“Coupled with the fact that 
shipments are running far ahead 
of 1938, latest available reports 
show new car stocks in the hands 
of dealers below a year ago,” 
Ahrens said. He reported sales 
each month since introduction of 
the 1939 models have consistently 
shown a margin over 1938 experi- 
ence. 





Sales Conference 


Held by General 


AKRON.—More than 400 Gen- 
eral Tire dealers and their sales- 
men in the Akron sales district of 
the General Tire & Rubber Co. 
gathered here for one of the 
largest of a series of sales con- 
ferences which are being held 
throughout the country. 

President William O’Neil and 
Sales Manager L. A. McQueen 
were the principal speakers at the 
Akron conference session, held at 
the Mayflower hotel. O’Neil said 
greatly improved conditions in the 
industry in general and the com- 
pany in particular, which existed 
at the close of last year, promised 
to continue through the year just 
ahead. 


Pa. to Divert Another 
$3,885,000 From Roads 
HARRISBURG, Pa—(UTPS)— 


In his message to the legislature this 
week, Gov. Arthur H. James said 
$537,058,912.50 would be needed to 
carry on the state government for the 
next two years, beginning June 1, 
and asked for reenactment of the 
“emergency taxes,” including the one- 
cent gasoline tax. 

In his program, the governor said 
additional temporary transfer from 


| the motor license fund to meet relief 
| needs will total $3,885,000. He prom- 


oo nN. 1.) ised that by the time the state needed 
1939, and covers standard specifica- | 


the money for road maintenance and 
construction, the general fund will 
have repaid what it owes. A tem- 


| porary transfer of $26,000,000 has al- 


ready heen made from the motor 


1 fund 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1939 





Founded in 1925 as Automotive Daily 


jue INEM: 


The Newspaper of the Industry 
Published every Saturday at 
DETROIT, U. 8. A. 

Cable Address—AUDANE, Detroit 


Fifth Floor, New Center Building. Teleph Trinity 2-3500 
New York—51 E. 42nd St. Washington—Chandler Bids Chlcage-—307 N. Michigan Ave. 


Hill—6-0104 National 4383 Franklin 2508 






By GEORGE M. SLOCUM 





































IDEAS “More powerful than 
VERSUS armies is an idea whose 
ARMIES time has come!”—Victor 

Hugo. Please be patient 
with a doting parent if again 
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hungry men are for something 


Fullerton. 

which will aid them in their daily 
work and especially if that some- 
thing is put up in an attractive 
and easy-to-understand capsule. 
We humans, too often are accused 
of showing too little appreciation 
for the unselfish work done in our 
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long as it is in our charge, will never champion behalf, and yet as you look about YW Viv, 
the cause of any individual or any corporation | in this world, you find it a pretty NING GN, 
which is not for the best interests of the automo- well established axiom that “He ING WNW 4NG 
tive industry as a whole. Nor will its columns | iosts most wh best.” Y, WG; AY 
be used to spread gossip or inflame prejudice. P ce ee ee WZ Yr AA 
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yrggge - a ewe —'S —_ Henry Ford, our neighbor, at YY NZ 
mina 0 w mely, LUNE 
authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1983), | De2tPorn, has accumulated a Wes 


fabulous fortune in a period of 
time which almost rivals the fable 
of Aladdin and his Lamp. Yet the 
foundation stone of his accomp- 
lishments was a simple idea: to 
reduce the cost of transportation 
to a point where the masses could 
enjoy it. His life is an exposition 
of what we like to refer to today 
as “the American way,” because 
in accumulating his own wealth 
he made hundreds of men inde- 
pendently wealthy and gave em- 
ployment to tens of thousands at 
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Pennsylvania Spikes Truckaways 


ao the new amendments of Pennsylvania’s anti-truck- 
away law, which will become effective Jan. 1, 1940, trans- 
portation of new passenger cars and trucks over the highways 
of the state will be effectually banned. Drastic limitations 
covering over-all heights, lengths and positioning of loads on 
the carrying truck will make it impossible for trucking 
companies economically to haul such products. 


Fe meee 





A Peace Pipe With a Prod 





This law is definitely discriminatory and is quite obviously 
designed to turn traffic back to the railroads. .As pointed out 
by ude Klugh, general manager of the Pennsylvania Auto- 
motive Assn., there is a real question whether or not the 
rails are equipped and ready to handle this work. 

Klugh quotes figures from the Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn. to show that there are 3,835 communities in the state, 
where automobiles are sold but where no rail facilities are 
available. The new law would mean that dealers in these 
communities would have to drive their cars to their places 
of business, as individual units, from the nearest railhead. 
This would mean increased costs, lowered efficiency in 
delivery, extra handling all along the line, and higher prices 
to the consumer. In a way the present effort of the rails 
to beat trucks has come right home into the dealers’ and 
manufacturers’ laps as we have warned it would. It is time 
for the industry as a whole to get together and fight. 


Buggs vs. Ford 


N the decision just handed down in Federal Court in Wis- 
consin, dismissing the damage suit brought by Robert F. 
Buggs, Janesville, against the Ford Motor Co. on grounds of 
contract’s cancellation, there are many interesting angles. 
Buggs in his plea leaned part of his case upon the Wis- 
consin dealer licensing law, passed in 1937, which the judge 
in his decision said was irrelevant. 

Points involved in the case were, according to the allega- 
tions, Ford had notified Buggs by mail that his contract had 
been cancelled. The letter was received by Buggs Sept. 27, 
1937. His contract was a continuing contract signed in 1932 
and providing that either party could cancel “with or without 
cause”. The passage of the dealer license act during the 
life of the contract had not in anyway affected the contract 
er its terms. 

Both Ford Motor Co., and Robert F. Buggs were operating 
under license provided by the new law at the time of can- 
cellation. This law has provisions against using a threat 
of cancellation as a coercive weapon. In this case, however, 
Buggs apparently accepted the cancellation forthwith and 
started suit for damages. On this grounds then, the ecan- 
cellation was a fact rather than a_ threat and the case re- 
solved itself into a simple suit for damages based upon the 
terms of the contract itself. In this case the judge held that 
the contract was valid and under its terms there had been 
no breach on the part of Ford Motor Co. 

Had Buggs refused to accept the cancellation as more than 
a threat and carried his case to the license commission it is 
possible that some different ending might have ensued since 
the Ford Motor Co., and other licensees in the state are sub- 
ject to license revocation for violations of the law. With prop- 
er grounds Buggs might have proved his case and won 
some sort of compromise. It is an interesting case which all 
dealers in license states might well study. It is a lesson in 
don't lean too much on a law. 





wages higher than ever had been 
paid in the world’s history. In- 
gersoll made the original dollar 
watch. Woolworth = established 
record values in five and ten-cent 
stores. The giant Wrigley building 
on Michigan boulevard was built 
from penny chewing gum. And 
so one might go on and on, citing 
ideas which as Victor Hugo said 
are “More powerful than armies!” 
a ~ * 


Another interesting and en- 
couraging sign which I gathered 
from the nearly 2,000 inquiries 
which we received from our mail- 
ing of the first issue of “Automo- 
tive Service” in February. That 
was the number of letters written 
by shop mechanics, “The men in 
the back shop,’ most of whom 
wrote with stubby lead pencils 
but who wanted to know more 
about the new products to help 
them in their work and the new 
ideas which would make their ef- 
forts more productive. We hear 
too much these days about the 
lack of ambition in the generation 
which is arriving fresh from 
schools and colleges. It is my 
opinion that we who came on the 
scene a generation or two ago had 
“pretty soft pickings” compared 
with the youth of today who face 
a labor market already staggering 
under the load of unemployment. 
I am one of those who believe that 
given a fair chance, the boys and 
girls of today have been steeled 
to a hardness which we never 
possessed. I think if you could 
read some of the letters that have 
come to us from young me- 
chanics and helpers you would 
agree with me. 


* « * 


We do not harbor the notion 
that our “baby” has any of the 
potentials of a Ford, Ingersoll, 
Woolworth or Wrigley idea, but 
we do know now that the men 
who service the 29,000,000 motor 
vehicles on the highways of 
America do like Automotive Serv- 
ice and if it will help them save 
time, reduce costs, increase safety 
and thus make greater profits, we 
will be satisfied. 

Anyway, the March 


issue will 


be going into the mails next 
Tuesday. If you do not think it is 
an improvement over the first 
issue I'll be disappointed, but 
don't hesitate to tell us so!—G.M:S. 


In This Corner-- 
They’re Wri 


The views expressed in this column are 


ting Chris: 


those of readers. 


our 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence wiil 
be observed upon request. 





Gets a Kick 


I have enjoyed reading Chris 
Sinsabaugh’s “Who, Me?”’; in fact, 
I get quite a kick out of it. I was 
particularly interested in Chapter 
VII on bicycle racing, because that 
takes me back to my boyhood days 
when I was very much interested 
in that sport. 


I am sending this clipping from 
Automotive News to Walter San- 
ger this morning because he may 
not have seen it, and I know he 
would be mighty interested in 
reading it. 


By the way—in the illustration 
in Chapter VII, it is stated that 
Eddie Bald is mounted on his Co- 
lumbia bicycle. I do not believe 
the bicycle shown in the cut is a 
Columbia. I am under the im- 
pression it 
Flyer. You see the Columbia bi- 
cycle never used two plates in the 
fork crowns of their bicycles. They 
always used one—a forging. 


I shall look forward to reading 
the rest of your “Who, Me?” and 
congratulate you on it. ‘“‘Tom Bot- 
terill, Hudson distributor, 1278 
Broadway, Denver. 


Valuable 


“It was just fine that George 
Slocum has persuaded Chris Sin- 
sabaugh to write ‘My Auto-Biog- 
raphy’ as it is so cleverly called. 
His personal coarnection with the 
growth and development of the 


bicycle and automobile makes his | 


reminiscences truly valuable as 


well as interesting. 
| 


husband, Nev Lescher, spent most 
of his time going about the mid- 
dlewest, but mostly 





'trick riding on the high wheels 
|with Ralph Friedberg, who also| 
was from Galesburg. Nev was 
about 18 at the time and light in 
| weight, so he did the high part 
lof the acts. They had engage- 
|ments in all of the most impor- 
tant roller skating rinks, made 


is a Barnes White | 


“It was in 1884-85 that my late | 


in Illinois, | 
|Michigan and Wisconsin, doing | 


quite a bit of money and had a 
‘lot of fun. Their wheels were 
‘beauties, all nickel-plated and 
'made so that the little wheel was 
‘easily removable when they did | 
stunts on the big wheel itself. 
|Friedberg later took the name of 
‘Ralph Temple and for years was 
‘an automobile dealer in Chicago. 

“The ‘Auto-Biography’ is full 
‘of references of people, dealers. 
racers and manufacturers of 
whom Nev talked all his life.”— 
Mrs. Nita C. Lescher, Galesburg, 
I]l. 


Inventor 

Reference to the bicycle coaster 
brake in “Who, Me?” brought to 
imind that Chris Sinsabaugh met 
\in Toronto, on one of his visits, 
ithe inventor who obtained a basic 
patent for this device, the late Dr. 
'P. E. Doolittle, known through- 
(Continued on Page 17, Col. 5) 





Coming Events 





MARCH 
7-10—San Francisco. American Road 
Builders Assn., convention, show. 
6-10—Columbus, O. American Society 
for Testing Materials Meeting. 


21-24—Pittsburgh. Automotive ain- 
tenance Industries Show. 
PRIL 
1- 8—Belgrade, Yugoslavia. Automo 
bile salon 
3- 5—New York. Metropolitan Auto 
motive Maintenance Show 


13-14—Cleveland. American Petroleum 

Assn. semi-annual meeting. 

17-19—San Francisco. National Auto 
mobile Dealers Assn. annual meet- 
ing 

29-May 1—Seattle. Washington Moto! 
Freight Assn. annual convention, 
Washington Hotel. 


MAY 
22-June 8—World Automotive Engineer's 
Congress (SAE)—New York, Ma) 
22-26; Indianapolis, May 30; De 
troit, May 31-June 2; San Fran 
cisco, June 6-8 


JUNE 
5- 6—Buck Hill Falls, Pa. Pennsy! 
vania Automotive Assn. Meeting. 


OCTOBER 
International 





12-21—London. automo 
bile show ss 
25-Nov. 11 — Milan, Italy. Automobi 


calon 
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For Event, May 22 to June 8 


NEW YORK. — Twenty-one of 
nearly 60 authors of papers to be 
presented at the 1939 World Auto- 
motive Engineering Congress of 
the Society of Automotive Engi- 
neers, May 22-June 8, will be 
European automotive engineers 
and authorities, it was announced 
this week by John A. C. Warner, 
secretary and general manager of 
the SAE. 


Overseas speakers, who have 
accepted invitations to _ write 
Papers, are from England, Ger- 
many, the Netherlands, Italy, 
Czechoslovakia and Sweden. The 
largest single delegation to book 
reservations to date is one from 
France. 


The tentative program shows 
that the Congress will open in 
New York on May 22 for a five- 
day session. The gathering will ad- 
journ to Indianapolis, where it 
will spend May 29 and 30, taking 
in the 500-Mile International 
Automobile Sweepstakes, and will 
proceed to Detroit for a three-day 
series of automobile factory, 
laboratory, and proving ground 
inspections, May 31 to June 2. 

The congress will spend June 
3 in Chicago, where the entire 
“Super Chief” diesel streamlined 
train has been reserved for the 
trip to San Francisco, via Los 
Angeles. The congress will close 
with a three-day session in San 
Francisco. 


Speakers Are Listed 


Banquets have been scheduled 
on May 26 in New York; May 29 
in Indianapolis, June 2 in Detroit, 
and June 8 in San Francisco. 
Among the speakers at _ these 
events will be Charles F. Ketter- 
ing, vice-president, General Mo- 
tors Corp.; D. G. Roos, vice-presi- 
dent and chief engineer, Willys- 
Overland Motors, Inc.; William S. 
Knudsen, president, General Mo- 
tors Corp.; F. M. Zeder, vice-chair- 
man, Chrysler Corp., and W. J. 
Davidson, president of the SAE. 

The technical and general ses- 
sions represent the most impor- 
tant gathering of authors and 
speakers ever brought together 
for discussion of automotive prob- 
lems involving the design, manu- 
facture and eperation of automo- 
biles, trucks, aircraft, tractors, 
buses and railcars. Fuels and lub- 
ricants are represented by out- 
standing authorities in this coun- 
try and abroad. 

Fourteen foreign countries and 
more than 30 technical societies 
from abroad have been invited to 
participate in the World Congress. 

Besides the annual Indianapolis 
speedway event, the congress will 





Dealers Cheered 
By Manchester’s 


Open House Show 


MANCHESTER, N. H. (UTPS). 
—Despite threatening weather, the 
Manchester Automobile Dealers’ 
Assn. reports that its annual 
“open house,” conducted at show- 
rooms and used car establish- 
ments on Washington’s Birthday, 
was a big sales success and got the 
spring automobile business off to 
a good start. 

In the showroom decoration 
contest, the Manchester Buick Co. 
was awarded first prize for its 
stage setting used to display the 
new Buick. The first prize, a suit- 
ably engraved plaque donated 
jointly by the New Hampshire 


| 
| 





Finance Corp. and the Commercial | 


Investment Trust, Inc., will 
presented to Halsey Gibson, man- 


be | 


ager of the Manchester Buick Co.., | 


at the next meeting of the 

chester association. 
Honorable m§ntions 

decoration contest were 


by the Charles -H8CMorse Motor 
Co., Cavanaugh 


Motors and 
Stark Motors, atone prizes 


went to Harold E. Wheeler and 
Clayton Worthington. 


Man- 


in the 
received 
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21 Foreign Papers to Feature SAE World Congress 


Tentative Program Set 


be given the opportunity to visit 
the New York World’s Fair and 
Golden Gate International Expo- 
sition. 

The congress will be opened by 
Ralph R. Teetor, chairman, SAE 
meetings committee, and a former 
president of the society. Among | 
the speakers at the opening ses- 
sion will be Davidson, of the | 
Diesel Engine division, General 
Motors Corp.; 
man, metropolitan section of SAE; | 
Alfred Reeves, vice-president and 
general manager, Automobile 
Manufacturers Assn., and James 


D. Mooney, vice-president, Gen- | 


eral Motors Corp. 
Will Discuss Planes 


Two outstanding Italian author- 
ities, Dr. Ing. W. P. Ricart and Dr. 
Ing. Sandro Sirtori, of the Alfa 
Romeo plant, will discuss high- 
output airplane engines. 


Two figures in the tractor field, 
B. C. Heacock, president of the 
Caterpillar Tractor Co., and W. 
C. MacFarlane, president, Minne- 
apolis-Moline Power Implement 
Co., will discuss the increasing use 
of this type of equipment in in- 
dustrial and agricultural work. 


Results of intensive research in 
the field of lubrication and fuels 
will be reported during the con- 
gress. “Doped” fuels; diesel fuels; 
tomorrow’s petroleum problems; a 
proposed fuel test; a symposium 
on fuels and lubricants; wear of 
engine parts, and extensive insight 
into laboratory work in develop- 
ing new fuels, are among the 
papers on this subject. 

Diesel engine development will 
be discussed in three papers, cov- 
ering aeronautical, truck and rail- 
road uses of this type of power- 
plant, and several on injector sys- 
tem design, fuels and lubricants. 


Trucks, buses and railcars pow- 
ered with internal combustion en- 
gines, and metallurgical studies of 
the use of lighter and stronger 
materials, will be offered. 


Ford Is a Chairman 


The congress has been planned 
by the meetings committee of the 
SAE, headed by Teetor, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of engineering, Per- 
fect Circle Co., Hagerstown, Ind., 
and the committee consisting of 
Dr. George W. Lewis, National 
Advisory Committee for Aeronau- 
tics; Paul G. Hoffman, president, 
Studebaker Corp.; O. E. Hunt, 
vice-president in charge of en- 
gineering, General Motors Corp.; 
and Zeder. Ten 


each in charge of one of the pro- | 


fessional activities of the society 
and their respective committees, 
have co-operated in developing 
the program. 

Henry Ford, one of the founders 


of the SAE, heads a list of scores | 


of the leading executives in the 
industry as chairman of the hon- 
orary advisory committee. 





the 
General Motors Proving Grounds ex- 
| plains the working of the “robot foot 


OLDMOBILE ENGINEER at 


which replaces the driver’s foot in 
precision tests of braking efficiency. 
He is pointing to the small lever 
which the test driver trips to release a 
90-pound pedal pressure provided by 
compressed _ air. Electrical devices 


| register pedal pressure and decelera- 


tion on a moving tape. The car is an 


Oldsmobile Sixty. 


M. C. Horine, chair- | 


vice-presidents, | 





| 





C. E. DAWSON, general manager of the Fleet Sales division of General | 
Motors, marked his 30th anniversary in the motor industry Wednesday, and 


GM associates remembered the occasion with flowers. 


Dawson started his 


career with the Welch-Detroit automobile plant in 1909. He has been general 


manager of the Fleet Sales division since its inception in 1930. 








gress of Industrial Organization, 
calling for a cessation of interne- | 
cine strife for the common good. 

These steps, it is quite clear, all | 
were part of an ordered plan for | 


Sitdown 


(Continued from Page 1) 


| dent John L. Lewis, of the Con- 


in violation of a contract sever 
their relations with an employer. 
Washington heard with deepest 


|interest a report that when the 


the stimulation of confidence on | 


the part of business and industry. 
Then on Monday, the supreme 


'sitdown strike in the aircraft di- 


court took the most effective step | 


of all by denouncing the sitdown 
strike in the most outspoken 
terms, by making it crystal clear 
to organized labor that it has cer- 
tain inescapable responsibilities 
no less than the employers, and 
by giving to the NLRB the sever- 
est setback, and the most vigorous 
and direct chastisement, which it 
has received since the act was de- 
clared constitutional in April, 
1937. 
Subject to Discharge 

Summed up, the supreme court 
declared that employes guilty of 
unlawful conduct, such as sitdown 
strikes or violence, are subject to 


discharge by their employer and | 


forfeit any right to reinstatement 
by NLRB order, regardless of a 
previous or concurrent violation 
of the act by the employer; that 


the act “does not prohibit an effec- | 


tive discharge for repudiation by 
the employe of his agreement” to 
| work for an employer; and that 
'the supreme court can determine 


| Deal circles, 
|decisions were viewed with satis- 


|greatest of all stumbling blocks 


;ment in industrial relations. 





i - findings of the | 
ior Eas Teeter Sneenge 3 'a pattern which may well lead to 


board are supported by evidence, 
and that this word will be inter- 
| preted to mean a substantial basis 
of fact rather than a mere sus- 
picion of the existence of the fact | 
to be established. 

Chief Justice 





Charles 


strike as “a 
cedure completely outside protec- 
tion of the law and termed it 
“illegal in its inception and prose- 
'cution.” The decision upheld the 
right of the Fansteel Metallurgical 
Corp. to discharge employes who |! 
seized possession of two of its 
buildings a year ago and resisted | 
arrest. 
Refuses to Review 

The chief justice asserted that 
“the ousting of the owner from | 
lawful possession is not essentially 
different from an assault upon the | 
officers of an employing company, | 


its goods, or the despoiling of its 
property or other unlawful acts 
in order to force compliance with 
its demands.” 

The court refused to review the 
|contempt of court sentencing of 
39 employes who took part in the 
| Fansteel strike. These employes 
had appealed their conviction by 
an Illinois state court for alleged 
violation of a court injunction 
against their occupation of the 
company’s property. 

The court set aside, in an opin- 
ion of Justice Harlan Stone, a 
NLRB order for reinstatement of 
striking employes of the Columbia 
| Enameling and Stamping Co., Inc., 
of Terre Haute, Ind., ruling that 
the board failed to prove the com- 
pany had not bargained collective- 





ly with its workers. Justice Owen 
J. Roberts delivered the court’s 
opinion setting aside an NLRB 


order requiring the Sands Manu- 


facturing Co., of Cleveland, to re- 
instate 48 employes. The court 
ruled that employes who strike 


| sitdown or stayin strike. And it is 


or the seizure and conversion of | 





| eral 


decision of the supreme court be- 
came known at South Bend, Ind., 
it brought abrupt termination of a 


vision of the Bendix Corp. 
Except in the most rabid of New 
the supreme court 


faction in the national capital. It 
has been felt generally for some 
time that the course pursued by 
the NLRB has been one of the 


in the way of a general improve- 


Whether the supreme court de- 
cisions will increase or diminish 
the demand for statutory amend- 
ment of the act remains to be seen, 
but all are agreed that those de- 
cisions have gone a long way 
toward gaining the end which the 
amendments would seek. 
May Bring Change 


Coupled with the statements 
made by Secretary Hopkins, Sen. 
Barkley, and the “Dear Bill” and 
“Dear John” letters of the Presi- 
dent to labor’s leaders who have 
been engaged in a bitter fratricidal 
combat which has hampered gen- 
economic recovery, the su- 
preme court decisions round out 





|a really practical change of front 


here in Washington. In other 
words, the supreme court’s posi- 
tive action is quite likely to force 
| the administration to back up its 


Evans | own conciliatory statements with 
Hughes, in handing down the} definite steps upon which business 
opinions, denounced the sitdown| and industry can count with a | 
high-handed”’ pro- | 


degree of assurance. 

The court’s decisions, while of | 
great general importance, are of | 
special interest to the automotive | 
industry which first and most 
severely felt the weight of that il- | 
legal and unlawful weapon, the | 


the automotive industry too, which 
has suffered enormously through 
the constant bickering and out- 
| right fighting between the several 
leaders and would-be leaders of 


| labor. 





| of the International Nickel Co., 


Dawson Marks 
30th Anniversary 
In Car Industry 


DETROIT.—C. FE. Dawson, gen- 
eral manager of the Fleet Sales divi- 
sion of General Motors Corp., 
marked his 30th anniversary in the 
automobile industry Wednesday at a 
luncheon tendered him by his office 
staff at the Hotel Statler here. Fol- 
lowing the luncheon, a wrist watch 
was presented him by his associates. 

Dawson started in the motor in- 
dustry as assistant to A. B. C. Hardy 
at the Welch-Detroit automobile 
plant, which stood on the site of the 
present U. S. Rubber plant on Fast 
Jefferson Ave, in 1909. 

Dawson joined the sales depart- 
ment of the Little Motor Car Co. at 
Flint in 1912 and stayed until 1914, 
when he returned to Detroit and 
joined the Chevrolet Motor Co. 

From 1916 to 1919, Dawson oper- 
ated the Chevrolet retail store in 
Detroit and was promoted to zone 
manager of the company in Flint. 
Three years later he returned to the 
home office of Chevrolet as assistant 
general sales manager in Detroit. 

He was transferred to the General 
Motors sales section in 1927 and 
formed the Fleet Sales division in 
1930, becoming its first manager, a 
position he has held for the past nine 
years. 


900-Car Mercury 
e 
Driveaway Opens 
* e 

Ford Spring Drive 

DEARBORN, Mich.—With the 
delivery of 500 Mercury 8's to 
dealers Saturday, the Ford Motor 
Co. will launch a spring sales 
drive for motordom’s newest car. 

Two hundred dealers from 
Michigan and northern Ohio are 
participating in the two-day 
driveaway program. Tonight they 
will attend a banquet and tomor- 
row each dealer will take delivery 
of a new car at the Ford Rotunda. 

Mercury 8 sales have risen 
steadily since the car was intro- 
duced last fall, company officials 
report. They also have announced 
that every Ford V-8 dealer in the 
Dearborn district now~is equipped 
to demonstrate the Mercury 8, 
whether or not he has a Mercury 
franchise. 

In addition to the 200 units to 
be delivered at the Rotunda, 300 
cars will be distributed Saturday 
to dealers throughout the branch. 





Judson Jay Whitehead 

NEW YORK.—Judson Jay Whitehead, 
founder and president of the Whitehead 
Metals Products Co., Inc., now a subsidiary 
Inc., died 
March 1 of a heart ailment in New York 
Hospital. During his career he also had 
been affiliated with the U. T. Hungerford 
Brass and Copper Co., the Aluminum Co. 
of America, the Detroit Copper and Brass 
Co. and the American Brass Co. Born 57 
years ago in this city, he resided in re- 
cent years in Newark and Sea Girt, N. J. 
He leaves his wife and two sons. 


Boston’s Annual Open House 
Proves Stimulant to Sales 


Special to Automotive News 
BOSTON.—Washington’s Birth- 

day brought out another large 

throng to the salesroom of the 


| estimate of sales. 


automotive dealers last week. | 
When the annual Open House! 
ended, dealers said they were 


well satisfied with results. 
Salesmen were kept busy ex- 
plaining new features in the 1939 
models. They found that it was 
evident many visitors had not been 
to the November automobile show 
or had visited showrooms until 
this week. This group numbers 


many who never register or take 
delivery of new cars until after 
April to save on insurance and 
the excise tax. 

There were many others who 
had seen cars and been given 


demonstrations but had not finally 
made up their minds on what to 
buy. As a result of the Open 


House exhibitions, salesmen not 
only booked orders but were given 
many names of prospects. 

It was not possible to get an 
But the dealers 
agreed that they would be larger 
than a year ago. The upward 


|trend in buying that started last 


fall has been carried over into 
this year. The holiday each year 
gives an impetus to sales with 
spring not far off. 

The fact that there were new 
models which were not ready for 
the motor shows, allowing for 4 
more complete display of dif- 
ferent lines, was an added fac- 
tor in making the day a_ suc 
cess. Dealers in surrounding cities 
are also capitalizing on the Open 
House plan. Their sales will add 
substantially to the orders factory 
regional managers will be send- 
ing through this week. 
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= N JANUARY, while the automobile industry | FROM CLEVELAND: “So rushed, and have had 
ich. | | was glowing with pride over a 30% increase so much floor play that we are not able to 
, | in retail sales, Nash dealers chalked up a gain properly handle prospects—this despite unfavor- 


ead. | o£ 55% over 1938. Bear in mind that these are able weather.” 
ea 





ary | actual retail sales to customers! FROM NEW YORK: “Public interest surpassing P 
‘tee And instead of coasting through February, — ll our expectations.” and shooting farther 
as Nash sales are still shooting up! Fact is—the spring crowds are coming in a ahead of the Industry | 






. month early to Nash showrooms this year. 
."5| As we go to press (February 19) here are the y zy 


__ | latest reports: 


) FROM SAN FRANCISCO: “. . . the greatest floor 


week after week! 





And Nash dealers “can take it” with a car that 
turns in an exciting “Weather Eye” demonstration 
in any weather . . . that can outperform, “out- 


play since summer of 1936.” ride” any car in its class. 
> 
$ FROM DETROIT: “We have already doubled our And the people that ride are buying. For, on 
not | last F. ebruary’s business!” a value basis, any analysis will show that on 


ven 


FROM MINNEAPOLIS: “Largest floor play through-  POWer> weight, and wheelbase —the low-price , 
901 eat Toles Cithes of } a tion 1939 series.” Nash offers this year’s biggest package. Check HO 
aes wae Tee RES Rees : , on that—then why not get in touch with W. A. 





ger 
= FROM PHILADELPHIA: “Biggest crowds we’ve seen _ Blees, General Sales Manager, Nash Motors Divi- 
nto! §iNce announcement time.” sion, Nash-Kelvinator Corporation, Detroit, Mich. 
ear 
vith 
wW 
o WHAT’S BEHIND THE NASH FRANCHISE? 
lif- lA proud name and a product that’s 3. A new franchise—with features fourth among all automobile com- 
“| tlready recognized as the “style” dealers need and want. panies. 
a leader of the year—that has more ex- 4. Discounts that offer real profits. q. Direct contacts and cooperation of 
ae tlusive demonstration features than 5. The reputation of a company and ee = spend most of their time 
; % > »spected for 24 in the field. 
d| any a ear that’s been respectec 
a car on the read. years. BB. Advertising and promotional sup- THE CAR EVERYBODY LIKES 
nd- 2. Most complete line of the year with G. The financial resources of an in- port that is carefully planned to meet 





dependent organization that stands local sales problems, 


both “fast” backs and trunk backs. 
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Pa. Assn. Seeks 12 Additions to Motor Vehicle Code 


Positive Taxi Identification, 


Modern Speed Limits Asked 


Special to Automotive News 
HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS)— 
The Pennsylvania Automotive 
Assn. has recommended the fol- 
lowing amendments to the motor 
vehicle code: 
Amendments which would 
properly identify, on certificate 
of title, registration card, etc., all 
new and used motor vehicles li- 
censed or used as taxicabs, or for 
public transportation, and estab- 
lishment of controls that would 
also detect and identify all such 
vehicles unloading on unsuspect- 
ing Pennsylvanians. 
Amendments which would 
eliminate five-cent inspection 
sticker charge. 
3 Provision for disposition of 
abandoned and wrecked motor 
vehicles of “no value,’ without 
court order. 
Provision to assist Buick deal- 
ers in their directional signal 
difficulty with state authorities. 
Provide for liberalization of 
present penalties for fictitious 
addresses, and stricter enforce- 
ment. 
6 Repeal Section 1038, which 
virtually forces automotive in- 
dustry to ship cars by freight after 
Jan. 1, 1940, and return the law 
to its former status. 
7 Change registration renewal 
; date for motor vehicles to Apr. 
8 from Mar. 1 to Feb. 1. 
9 Provide reassignment form for 
use in connection with applica- 


Change operator renewal date 


Johnston Retires 


At International 
CHICAGO. — The International 


Harvester Co. announces the retire- 
ment of Edward A. Johnston, vice- 
president in charge of engineering 
and patents. He had been associated 
with the company or its predecessors 
for 45 years and will be succeeded 
by A. W. Scarratt, who served as his 
assistant since 1936. 


From 1897 to 1938, Johnston was 
granted 171 patents on farm imple- 
ments and the allied lines of tractors 
and motor trucks. 

Chris Sinsabaugh’s 
“Sparks” column is read by 


s ee rkling 
awake” in the industry. 


e “wide- 








hor274A 


LOW ALLOY 


5) NICKEL STEELS CUT CosTS 


Current development in com- 
mercial transportation is modern 
designs which use high strength 
materials to reduce “dead-weight” 
and increase payload. Recent ex- 
ample of this trend is the fleet of 
280 waste collection trucks pur- 
chased from The Heil Company by 
Department of Sanitation of the 
City of New York. Biggest item 
of dead-weight is the huge bodies 
used on such vehicles. This new 
equipment features specially de- 
signed bodies of 22 cubic yard 
capacity, about 18 feet in length 
and 8 feet in width. Great reduc- 
tion in weight without sacrifice of 
strength or durability was achieved 
through adoption of low alloy, 
high tensile steel. The material is 
Republic Double Strength Steel, a 
copper-Nickel-molybdenum alloy. 
In addition to increased strength, 
this alloy steel provided plus 
value by its resistance to corro- 
sion, not only from the atmos- 
phere, but from 
the materials 
handled. 


NICKEL THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
ALLOYS Posmay 





INC. New York, N.Y. 


tions for duplicate titles, repos- 

sessed titles, out-of-state, etc. 

1 Provision of one-half and 
one-quarter fees on dealer 

tags. 

1 Provide for mandatory sus- 
pension of official inspection 

stations, for specified time, on first 

and subsequent offenses, upon con- 

viction, for certain flagrant viola- 


tions. 
1 Modernization of speed limits 


on trucks and buses. 
Stricter Laws 
Controlling Fuel 
Tax Suggested 


NEW YORK.—Abandonment of 
federal, county and city gasoline 
taxes; stronger gasoline tax-evasion 
penalties; diesel fuel taxes based on 
the use to which the diesel engine is 
applied; and extension of state con- 
stitutional prohibitions against high- 
way fund diversion, were principal 
recommendations voiced by Prof. 
Finlay G. Crawford, of Syracuse 
University, in addressing a luncheon 
held here this week to observe the 
20th anniversary of the gasoline tax. 

Baird H. Markham, director of the 
American Petroleum Industries Com- 
mittee, gave the luncheon Tuesday 
at the Rainbow Grill in Rockefeller 
Center, with many prominent repre- 
sentatives of the automotive industry 
among the guests. 

Markham told his guests that since 
a gasoline tax was first imposed in 
1918 in Oregon, $8,093,398,000 has 
been collected in federal and state 
taxes from this country’s motorists. 

A _ glass bowl, filled with pennies, 
on the luncheon table represented the 
collection for each second of the day 
of the gasoline tax in the United 
States, Markham explained. It con- 
San he said, 2,404 pennies, or 


Ten Car Firms’ 
Assets Total Put 
At $1,634,895,016 


WASHINGTON.—Total assets of 
10 automobile manufacturers, at the 
end of their 1937 fiscal year, was 
$1,634,895,016 while their total vol- 
ume of business amounted to $2,786,- 
172,947, according to a survey just 
released by the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission. 

Comparable data for al 10 com- 








panies in preceding years are not | 


available due to mergers and re- 
organizations. However, total assets 
of seven companies, which are com- 
parable, as at the end of 1937 
amounted to $1,525,435,062 as com- 
pared with $1,545,934,433 at the end 
of 1936 and with $1,282,561,649 at 
the end of 1934. 

Volume of business for the seven 
companies in 1937 amounted to $2,- 
oo as compared with $2 320,- 
984,205 in 1936 and with 1,348, 129.- 
521 in 1934. ae 


_ The seven companies are Checker 
Cab Mfg. Corp., Chrysler Corp., Gen- 
eral Motors Corp., Graham-Paige 
Motors Corp., Hudson Motor Car 
Co., Hupp Motor Car Corp., and 
Packard Motor Car Co. Three other 
companies, included in the 1937 re- 
port, are Nash-Kelvinator Corp. 
Studebaker Corp., and Willys-Over- 
land Motors. ; 





Flint Is Re-elected Head 


Of San Antonio Managers 

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—All offi- 
cers of the San Antonio Automobile 
Dealers Partsmen’s Assn. were re- 
elected at the annual election of 
officers held here last week. They 
are Joe L. Flint, San Antonio Buick 
Co., president; E. J. Kotula, Herpel 
Gillespie (Ford), vice-president; and 
Charles Newson, Smith Motor Sales 
C oO. (Chevrolet), secretary-treasurer. 

The membership is made up of 
parts managers of dealers who are 
members of the San Antonio Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn. 
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D.U. means danger units 





HARTFORD, Conn.—Is 
perience the best teacher? 

Where automobile accidents are 
concerned, experience is the best 
teacher only when it is some- 
body else’s experience, according 
to a new booklet entitled “Lest 
We Regret” just issued by the 
Travelers Insurance Co. The book- 
let presents a comprehensive anal- 
ysis, based on official reports from 
the 48 states, of the facts about 
accidents in which 32,000 persons 
were killed and more than a mil- 
lion injured last year. 


“The experience of losing his 
life is wasted on the driver or 
pedestrian killed in an automobile 
accident,” the foreword states. 
“The experience of months in a 
hospital cot or of weeks in a law 
court is costly tuition for one’s 
education in safety. If we wish 
to avoid there dire costs, we must 
apply the experience of others to 
ourselves.” 


The experience of the thousands, 
who had to learn their lesson 
“the hard way” in 1938, brings to 
light many interesting facts such 
as the following: 

Exceeding the speed limit was 
responsible for 39.6 percent of 
the deaths and 25 percent of the 
injuries, Despite a decrease in 
fatalities in 1938 compared with 
1937, the percentage caused by 
speed went up. 

Almost 94 percent of the drivers 
involved in fatal accidents were 
male and only six percent female. 

More than 84 percent of the 
fatal accidents occured in clear 
weather, and 77 percent happened 
when the road surface was dry. 

More persons were killed on 
Sunday than on any other day of 
the week, while the heaviest in- 
jury toll eame on Saturday. More 
persons were killed between 7 and 
8 p. m. than at any other hour. 

Almost 43 percent of all vic- 
tims of fatal traffic accidents were 
pedestrians. Almost half of all 
pedestrians killed were either 
crossing between intersections or 
walking on rural highways. 

In addition to the statistical 


ex- 


|} analysis, the booklet introduces a 


| is pointed out that energy 


new concept of driving danger 
in terms of “Danger Units.” 


| creases progressively as the speed 


of a car increases, 


Survey Shows Speeding 
Costly--and Dangerous 


It | 
in-| 


increment in energy far outstrips 
the addition in miles per hour. 
Taking as its equivalent the 
average shock limit of the human 
body, the danger unit is math- 
ematically equal to the energy 
developed in an automobile mov- 
ing at 25 miles per hour, to a 
street-width of actual stopping 
distance, to one “roll-over” in 
case of an accident, or to the fall 
of a person off a two-story house. 
This concept, coupled with the 
fact that the energy of a moving 
body increases as the square of 


the speed, is illustrated in word- | 


pictures. 

Also contained in the booklet is 
a discussion of the high cost of fast 
driving. An increase in average 
speed from 35 to 45 miles per 
hour will save a little more than 
six hours of time in each thousand 
miles driven, it is shown, but eacn 
of the hours saved costs about 65 
cents. An increase in average 
speed from 35 to 55 miles per 
hour jumps the cost of hours 
saved to about $1.20 each. 


The insurance company will dis- 
tribute two million copies of the 
booklet this year in the interest 
of highway safety, 


Used Car Week Builds 


Sales in Plainfield, N. J. 
PLAINFIELD, N. J.—A success- 
ful cooperative used car week pro- 
motion was concluded here Feb. 25 
by members of the Plainfield Auto- 
motive Trade Assn. Cars were dis- 
played in individual showrooms and 
lots, with cooperative promotion 
through newspaper advertising and 
publicity and other mediums. 
Officers of the local dealer group 
conducting the drive are president, 
John V. Rawson; vice-president, Roy 
E. Fike, and_ secretary-treasurer, 
Allen B. Laing. A similar used car 
cleanup week was recently conducted 
by cooperating dealers in near-by 
Elizabeth, N. J., with successful re- 
sults from newspaper advertising and 
publicity. 


Goldner Is Elected 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—Claude L. 
Goldner, veteran automobile dealer, 
has been elected chairman of the 
automobile show committee by the 
Grand 
Assn. He succeeds Amos 





ezon, who 


| has been manager for the past five 
but that the! 


years. 


Rapids Passenger Car Dealers | 








a es 


65 ||Bantam Outpu 


In Feb. Rises 
44% Over Jan. 


BUTLER, Pa.— Bantam factory 
sales for February were up +1 per- 
cent over January in spite of the 


fact that February was a_ short 
month, according to Francis H. 
Fenn, vice-president and _ general 


manager of the American Bantam 
Car Co. 

Fenn attributed the sales rise to 
the new series of 1939 cars intro- 
duced in January. Present indications 
are that March sales will show a 
further increase, he said. 

He added that the first shipment 
of knocked-down cars is now on the 
high seas bound for the new Austra- 
lian assembly plant at Sydney. Recent 
advices from W. J. Cameron, man- 
aging director of Car Productions 
Pty., Ltd., are that the plant will be 
ready to go into assembling opera- 
tions by the time the knocked down 
cars arrive in Australia. 


Packard Averages 
15.6 Years Service 


For Distributors 


DETROIT. — Recent celebration 
by Earle C. Anthony, California 
distributor of Packard cars, of his 
35th year as an automobile man 
and his 34th year as a Packard 
distributor, has drawn attention 
to the long unbroken service 
record of all distributors of the 
Packard Motor Car Co. 


Sales executives, checking up 
length of service records, found 
that the average of all distributors 
of the company was 15.6 years. 
Seventy percent of the total num- 
ber of distributors have records of 
10 years or more. There are 25 
with 20 years of unbroken as- 
sociation with Packard and six 
have completed 30 years or more. 


The oldest in point of service 
with the company is the Boston 
distributor who began selling and 
servicing Packard cars Dec. 24, 
1903 and has continued without a 
break ever since. Five others have 
records of 30 years or more. 


Alemite Switches 


Sales Personnel 


CHICAGO.—C. A. Fine, sales 
manager of the Alemite division 
of the Stewart-Warner Corp., an- 
nounces the following appoint- 
ments and changes in territory 
among Alemite district sales man- 
agers: 

J. C. Harger, former southwest 
district sales manager, has been 
transferred to take charge of the 
southeast sales territory. 


A. F. Haberl, is now district 
sales manager in the east-central 
territory. He was formerly man- 
ager of the southeast sales dist- 
rict, now occupied by Harger. 

Roy A. Sands, has been ap- 
pointed district sales manager of 
the southwest. 


Traffic Toll of 11% 


WASHINGTON.—Motor vehicle fa- 
talities in 135 major cities during the 
first 7 weeks of 1939 totaled 1.921 
compared with 1,154 for 1938, a de- 
crease of 11 percent, according to the 
U. S. bureau of the census. Deaths 


caused by motor vehicles in the 135 
cities during the week ending Feb. 18 
tootaled 


or one more than in the 


149, 
ndi week of last ar. 









Finance Co. 


Young Executive with thorough 
knowledge of all phases Auto- 
mobile Financing, backed by 
years uninterrupted 


twelve 
Services with Major Company 
will consider making change 
same Field either now or at 
later date depending upon what 


is or will be available. Box 
189 Automotive News, 527 New 
Center Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 
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"| SELL A CAR THATS POPULAR..A CAR WITH BROAD MARKET 
"| COVERAGE... ACAR WITH WIDE CLIENTELE TO SERVICE / 


LDS cars and the Olds franchise form a combination that’s made to order 
© for making money! Let’s check for a moment: Oldsmobile is the oldest | 0B! 
motor car manufacturer in America. With Olds you have a stability of OLe ALERSHIP 
background excelled by none. Olds has for years enjoyed a quality repu- 
tation. With Olds you don’t have to sell quality; it’s taken for granted. Olds 


a 


GET THIS BOOK! 
“An Oldsmobile Dealership 
is a Profitable Business”’ is 
the title of a book that 
explains in detail the ad- 
vantages and value of the 


Olds franchise—sets forth 


ss 3 ness 
: Bus 
able 
Profit 


cars for 1939 cover every price field but “high.’’ With Olds you sell in the \ Cideenchiie’s comsinte tusi- 
: Wi ; ness philosophy. Yours for 

market where the real volume lies. More than a million Oldsmobile cars \ iia tin Ge oceiemincs 

are on the road today. With Olds you have a fertile field for repeat orders \ and with no obligation! 

and a ready-made market for service. And beyond all these advantages, Olds D. E. RALSTON, General Sales Manager, 

; ‘ irest, soundest and most desirable, from the Oldsmobile, Lansing, Michigan. 
Offers a franchise that's one of the 7 ’ I'd like to know more about how it would pay me to 
dealer’s standpoint, of any in the business. Read the ten advantages of Olds’ fran- GO with Otést Pieste tend ae your Oeanchine Sock, 


chise, listed at the right, then use the coupon! You ought to GO with OLDS! 


Name 


Street Address 


THE RED HOT LINE FOR 39 «,— as 
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ater Registration D 
Deferred Plan Is Reported 


Successful in Many Areas ,, 


NEW YORK.—Bills designed to 
provide for registration of motor 
vehicles on dates other than Jan. 
1, a requirement already in effect 
in more than 30 states, have been 
introduced in 12 state legislatures 
now in session. They include Ala- 
bama, Colorado, Delaware, 
Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Massa- 
chusetts, New Mexico, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and 
Wisconsin. 

Several bills, some calling for 
an Apr. 1 registration date, others 
for July 1, have been introduced in 
New York. 


Officials of states, which adopted 
the deferred registration plan 


Oldsmobile Sales 
In Feb. Increase 


44% Over 1938 


LANSING. — Oldsmobile retail 
sales for the second 10 days of 
February registered a gain of 44 
percent over sales for the same 
period last year. 

Total retail sales for the period 
of Feb. 10-to-20 were 2,893 units 
compared to 2,013 for the same 
period in 1938. 

Used car sales likewise con- 
tinued at a strong pace with ap- 
proximately 13,000 units being 
sold during the second 10 days of 
February. Used car stocks in the 
hands of the 3,500 Oldsmobile 
dealers were more than 6,000 cars 
less than at this time a year ago. 








For news of the men who make 
news in the automotive world, read 
Chris Sinsabaugh’s authoritative 
“Sparks” column. 


NEW! NO OTHER SPOTLIGHT LIKE IT! 


OPERATED FROM DASH... 


No Cross-Beam to Distract 
Driver — Full Rotating Head 


You can mount this spotlight on 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1939 


o——_—- 


some years ago, have reported sat- 
isfaction with the later date, and 
the idea has had the wholehearted 
support of retail merchants, who 
enjoy an increased holiday busi- 
ness. In the average state millions 
of dollars which otherwise would | 
have been frozen into registration | 
fees around Jan. 1 now are re- | 
leased for holiday trade. 


The average registration fee 
throughout the country is around 
$15, or nearly one-half as costly 
as the average motorist’s annual 
gasoline tax bill. The potential 
expenditure of some $100,000,000 
in retail trade by the motor ve- 
hicle owners in the states, which 
do not now defer registration 
dates, represents a sizeable and 
profitable improvement in holiday 
trade. 


State officials are pleased by the 
larger immediate re-registration of 
motor vehicles on Apr. 1, the more 
popular later date. The increase in 
state revenues thus made possible 
is enhanced by the increased in- 
come from gasoline taxes during 
January, February and March. In 
the old days about one-fifth of all 
motor vehicles were idle during 
the first quarter of the year, thus 
reducing state gasoline tax rev- 
enues substantially. 


Newcome, of the Automobile Club; 


Cleveland, sold the fleet. 


CLEVELAND.—Driver training 
courses in the high schools of 
Greater Cleveland were made pos- 
sible in January when the Cleve- 
land Automobile Club presented 
the board of education with 17 
dual-control training cars to be 
used for the purpose of training 
students. 

About 3,000 high schools 
throughout the country now in- 
clude driver training as a part of 
their regular curriculum, but this 
is the first time a motor organ- 
ization has taken the initiative of 


Automotive dealers also are * hs : : 
: . , | furnishing the entire equipment 
supporting the later date, which |for a city’s school system. 


they find to be of aid in promoting | Of the 17 cars, 15 were Hudson 


sales at automobile shows now | ’ 

‘ 112’s. All cars were of the latest 
held in the fall of the year. design and equipped with dual 
control. 


James R. Murray | The Cleveland Automobile club 
| inaugurated the first driver train- 


DETROIT.—James R. Murray, 51, | 
former president and general manager 4 . 
of the J. W. Murray Mfg. Co. and lat-|ago when it furnished cars and 


er vice-president and general manager | ; ; ; 
of the Murray Body Corp. died here instructor for this work in West 
Wednesday. For eight years, until last | Technical high school. The next 
November, he had been the head of|step was at Kent State college, 
the Murray Steel Products Co., of Hol- Kent, O., the second college in 
lygale, Calif. , Z , 
the country to accept driver 
training for teachers. The club 
then opened its own driver train- 
ing school and has_ graduated 
close to 500 students. 

Parents and teachers alike have 
accepted with enthusiasm the 
new course, believing it will go 
far toward solving the traffic ac- 
cident problem. Not only are 


MEWA Names 
ASI Personnel 


CHICAGO.—Motor and Equip- 
ment Wholesalers Assn. head- 
quarters announced this week 
through B. W. Ruark, general 
manager, the personnel of its 
representation on the joint oper- 
ating committee for the Automo- 
tive Service Industries show this 
year. 

The MEWA committee members, 
four in number, include: W. F. 
Wilkerson, Casper, Wyo.; G. N. 
Lockridge, Kansas City, Mo.; R. 
J. Loock, Baltimore, Md., and G. 
E. Johnson, Roanoke, Va. 

Wilkerson, Lockridge and Loock 
represented the association on the 
1938 show committee. Johnson re- 
places H. D. Dinkmeyer of Chi- 
cago, who was recently elected as 
a MEWA director. 


either side of the car. Control is on 


the dash. Easily reached by anyone in 
front seat. Just imagine the conven- 
ience! Also consider the exclusive 
safety features of an Ivalite mounted 
on the right. Illumination all along 
the curb. No confusing cross-beam. 
Oncoming traffic saved from glare. 
Besides, the Ivalite head turns all the 
way around...tilts up and down, 
too.. 
beam in any direction. Let this sensa- 
tional new spotlight show YOU the 
road to MORE PROFITS! 


THE WORLD’S FINEST SPOTLIGHT 


Write for Prices and Further 
information TODAY 


IVANO, Inc. 


123 E. 21st St., Chicago, U.S. A. 
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Heavier Duty Rack Type 


Gear Shaver Is Offered 

DETROIT.—A new, heavy duty 
variation of its rack-type gear 
finisher has been developed by 
Michigan Tool Co. In addition to 
having a heavier and more rigid 
head construction, the finisher 
also incorporates a number of 
operating improvements. 

Included is a new hydraulie 
mechanism for continuous oscilla- 
tion of the gear carrying arbor, 
moving the gear across the rack 
and back, while the rack is mov- 
ing back and forth endwise, thus 
distributing the wear evenly over 
the rack. 


. making it possible to send 


ay eee ee 
full circle ... “spots” 
light anywhere. 


THE WORLD'S FINES) SPOTLIGHT 
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AN’s Almanac, published once a vear, 
is considered THE reference book 
wherever automotive information is 
desired. 


ing class in Cleveland four years | € ¢ 
“How’s Business?” 


ates Sought in 






THESE 15 HUDSON 112’s were purchased by the Cleveland Automobile 
| Club and leased to the board of education for use in driver training courses 
in the high schools of greater Cleveland. 


schools, and James F. Brown, director of schools, taking delivery of the fleet. 
All the new Hudsons were equipped with dual control. 


Training Cars Furnished 


By Cleveland Auto Club 








12 More States 


e 

--| Production 
(Continued from Page 1) 
present time is considerably high- 
er. Used car stocks are placed at 
about 540,000 units as against an 
estimate of about 850,000 a year 
ago. Used car sales also are show- 
ing better activity than they 
showed at that time. 

Other factors, which are ex- 
pected to bolster the market, will 
be the introduction around Apr. 
1 of an entirely new car by Stude- 
baker. This car will be in the low- 
price field competitively priced 
with Plymouth and embodies new 
ideas of design and construction. 


Coupled with this is the fact 
that the industry is now coming 
into its best selling season. Stocks 
are in good shape and even an 
upturn, such as developed last 
spring. would call for increased 
production — leaders expect that 
this year’s upturn will exceed last 
year’s by a generous margin. 

The labor situation is relatively 
quiet and recent admonition by 
President Roosevelt to William 
Green, AFL, and John L. Lewis, 
CIO, to settle their differences, 
coupled with the recent decisions 
of the US supreme court banning 
sit-down strikes and unwarranted 
interruptions of production, are 
expected to have a sobering ef- 
fect on labor generally. The de- 
cision recognizing the right of 
employers to pick and _ choose 
among workers who have en- 
gaged in a strike, thus affirming 
the employers right to weed out 
trouble makers, may have a 
tendency to end the “unauthor- 
ized’”’ and harassing sporadic de- 
partmental disputes which often 
have delayed output. 

By and large, leaders in the in- 
dustry feel that the outlook for 
the future is most encouraging. 
While production up to the end of 
January had proceeded at the rate 
of a 4,000,000-vehicle year, the 
majority feel that at least a 3,- 


Left to right, Judge Adrian G. 


Charles H. Lake, superintendent of 


R. J. Schmunk Co., of 


students taught the proper method 
of handling a car mechanically, 
but they are taught the correct 
social attitude toward the rest of 
the world and the responsibility 
which rests on every driver of an 
automobile. “Sportsmanlike Driv- 
ing” is the theme of study through 
the course, which includes care, 
courtesy and _ correct driving 
habits. 


Chicago Dealers 
See Sales and 
Stocks Favorable 


CHICAGO.—Sales prospects are 
good and inventories in a healthy 
condition here, according to met- 
ropolitan Chicago new car dealers 
who reported their status in a 
survey by the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. 

The replies of the new car 
dealers showed that 21% of them 
are overstocked, 13%  under- 
stocked, and 66% with normal in- 


ventories of new cars, and 21% nail i d. 
overstocked, 42% understocked, re eo ae 


Buick this week is stepping its 
output up 35 percent planning to 
build 26,650 cars during the cur- 
rent month. Similar increases but 
of varying scope are expected in 
other units of GM, Chrysler, Ford 
and through the independents. 
Ford staged a huge driveaway of 
500 Mercury cars from the Rouge 
plant at Dearborn Saturday. He 
is expected to return to a five- 
day week early. Pontiac is under- 
stood to be adding one hour to 
each working day during the 
coming week. Throughout the 
parts, accessory and supply plants 
these increases will be reflected 
in a general quickening of ac- 
tivities. 

So far the industry has re- 
tained its position as the leading 
adversary of depression forces, 
and present plans would indicate 
that it will continue to hold that 
lead this spring. 


War Scared Britons Find 
Nash a Gas-Attack Haven 


DETROIT.—War-scared Britons 
discovered during a recent series 
of preparedness tests that condi- 
tioned air Nash cars may rapidly 
be transformed into effective, gas- 
proof shelters, it was revealed here 
this week by officials of the Nash- 
Kelvinator Corp. 


After several persons appeared 
at Nash showrooms in London and 
asked about the possibility of re- 
placing fresh air filters with anti- 
gas filters in the Nash “weather- 
maker,” some of the cars were 
turned over to Air Raid Precau- 
tion officials of the government for 
tests. Tests were made in a gas 
tunnel after gas filters had been 
installed in the conditioned air 
system, it was stated. 


First tests were conducted in an 


empt r fitte ith - ti ee 3 
oe stead a - — | sure inside which blocks entrance 


moving, doors and windows were | °f air through the openings around 
sealed with tape. The system,| doors and windows and through 
which takes in all air through the! the floor boards. 


and 37% with normal inventories 
of used cars 

New car prospects for February 
were viewed as good by 64% of 
the dealers, fair by 27%, and poor 
by 9%, while used car prospects 
were forecast as good by 67%, fair 
by 14%, and poor by 19%. 

The used car dealers were less 
optimistic on both sales outlcok 
and stocks, 25% characterizing 
prospects as good and 75% as 
poor for used cars this month, 
with 40% reporting themselves as 
overstocked, 20% as understocked, 
and 40% as having normal in- 
ventories of used cars. 


Heads Columbus Dealers 


COLUMBUS, O.—Robert T. Oest- 
reicher has been elected by 31 Colum- 
bus automobile dealers to head the 
newly organized Columbus Automo- 
bile Trade Assn., incorporation papers 
for which, have been filed with the 
secretary of state here. 





cowl ventilator, was turned on, 
of course. London officials re- 
ported that the car offered full 
protection. 


Several tests were then run off 
with six people in the Nash. None 
was equipped with a gas mask. 
Gas bombs were discharged 
around the car, and beneath the 
hood in the engine compartment, 
but the occupants of the car felt 
no ill effects, officials declared. 

The sealing of the doors and 
windows probably wouldn’t be 
necessary if the car were in mo- 
tion, officials said, as a tremen- 
dous quantity of outside air is taken 
through the cowl ventilator, and 
then through the conditioning sys- 
tem when the car is moving. This 
tends to build up a slight air pres- 
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Denver Used Car Week Reduces Dealer Stock 


Reconditioned 


Late Models 


Featured at Bargain Prices 


By Ira R. Alexander 
Saff Correspondent 

DENVER.—Nine new car deal- 
as this week co-operated in a 
ysed car sales campaign, and as a 
esult used car stocks in Denver 
ye at a much lower level. To 
ary out the campaign the fol- 
owing committee was appointed: 
Leonard James, James Motor 
(; Otis Larson, Larson-Nash 
yotor Co.; E. Jack Beatty, Hos- 
xins-Beatty Motor Co., and O. L. 
pavis jr, Mountain Motors Co. 
An insignia, adopted as one of 
the first moves, was used in the 
newspaper advertising and promi- 
ently displayed by firms taking 
part. Each day during the week a 

sized advertisement ap- 
gared in local newspapers calling 
attention to the event. In addition 





Chevrolet Dealer 
To Share Profits 
With Employes 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—A. B. 
Johnson, head of the Chevrolet 
retail firm bearing his name here, 
anounces a_ profit-sharing plan 
fr employes. It is said to be the 
first of its kind among automobile 
dealers in Grand Rapids and 
supposedly the first among Chev- 
wlet dealers of the United States. 

Under the plan, every person in 
thee Johnson employ at least six 
months immediately preceding 
Dec. 31 of this year will receive 
his or her prorata share of the 
fund, depending upon individually- 
tamed income. The payments are 
0 be made at Christmas. 

Twenty-five percent of the net 
profits are to be set aside after 
percent of the net is paid stock- 
olders. It is to be noted that 
employes now own 24 percent of 
the stock. 

Johnson said, “The purpose of 
the profit-sharing plan is two- 
fold. The firm is to share with the 
men and women of the company 
vho work conscientiously, and the 
econd the benefit accruing to cus- 
mers by reason of greater per- 
wal consideration from each em- 
tloye,” 

C. A. Gauthier, sales manager, 
mported that February sales of 
wth used and new cars were the 
tighest of any corresponding 
noth in the history of the firm. 


Michigan to Aid 
Used Car Buyers 


LANSING.—The Michigan legis- 
lure is preparing to pass a law 
‘0 help used car purchasers who 
we unable to complete their pay- 


ments, 
3 bill introduced by Senator 
-T. Hammond provides that a car 
ner behind in his payments can 
liable only for what he owes 
"er and above the “fair market 
value of the car.” 
_ Under present laws, when a per- 
‘nis behind in car payments, his 
@ may be repossessed and he will 
till be required to make all the 
bayments contracted for. 


big Gain Is Reported 

In Petroleum Reserves 
_NEW YORK.—Proved petroleum 
wserve ot the United States have in- 
‘teased to a new record total esti- 
mated at 17,348,146,000 barrels as of 


Jan, 1, 1939, it is indicated in the 
“nual report of the American 
“¢troleum Institute’s committee on 
troleum reserves. 

ve new estimate, which refers 
ari to reserves already proved by 
“ing and covers all grades of 


cr . . 
ude oil and distillate known to be 


“Coverable under existing economic 
i operating conditions, reveals a 
“ Increase of 1,840,878,000 barrels 
wer the 15,507,268,000-barrel  esti- 


Nat 


© reported for Jan. 1, 1938 


each firm taking part ran a sepa- 
rate ad giving the event still more 
publicity. A sample of the word- 
ing of these ads was contained in 
a three-column advertisement used 
in the series. It read: 

“Stop and Shop for a late model 
used car during Denver New Car 
Dealers’ Better Used Car Week. 
Here’s your big opportunity to 
buy thousands of trouble-free 
miles of transportation in a Better 
Used Car. Scores of late model 
used cars are being offered for 
sale at the lowest prices in years. 
These cars have been carefully 
checked by trained mechanics to 
assure perfect condition. You'll 
find real, honest-to-goodness bar- 
gains on the lots and in the show- 
rooms of co-operating used car 
dealers. Lower prices plus greater 
trade-in allowances make this the 
used car buying event of the year. 
Don't fail to read Page 11 of to- 
day’s paper.” 

On page 11 appeared individual 
advertisements of the co-operat- 
ing firms in which were listed a 
large number of used cars and 
prices. 

Dealers taking part were Lee- 
man Auto Co. (Plymouth- 
De Soto); James Motor Co. 
(Dodge-Plymouth); Mountain Mo- 
tors Co. (Packard); Howry-Berg 
Inc. (Plymouth); Larson-Nash 
Motor Co. (Nash-LaFayette) ; Hos- 
kins-Beatty Oldsmobile Co.; Tom 
Botterill, Inc. (Hudson); R. R. 
Hall, Inc. (Cadillac-LaSalle); Cul- 
len-Thompson Motor Co., Inc. 
(Chrysler-Plymouth). 


Superfinish Seen 
Aid to Used Car 


Values in Future 


DETROIT.—Chrysler cars will 
have a distinct advantage in the 
future used car market because of 
the superfinishing process used on 
their working parts, according to 
David A. Wallace, president of the 
Chrysler division, Chrysler Corp. 

Superfinish is the process by 
which Chrysler achieves metal sur- 
faces whose defects in ordinary 
production run as low as two one- 
millionths of an inch. It removes 
the amorphous metal condition and 
leaves what few defects may re- 
main below the base metal line, 
where they act as oil reservoirs, 
Wallace said. Thus all metal-to- 
metal contact is averted and the oil 
film is protected against rupture. 

Superfinish was developed under 
Wallace’s direction and was first 
introduced on same parts in the 
1938 Chrysler line. This year its 
use has been extended to cover 
all engine working parts and some 
chassis parts. 





Wyo. Governor Signs Bill 
Cutting Car, Trailer Fees 

CHEYENNE, Wyo. —Gov. Nels 
H. Smith has signed H.B. 97 which 
establishes a flat $5 fee for all private 
passenger automobiles in the state, 
effective in 1940, and S.F. 42 which 
exempts Wyoming automobile dealers 
from paying caravan tax on journeys 
of 600 miles or less. An attempt to 
lower the caravan tax for outside 
operators failed. H.B. 97 also re- 
duces the fee on house trailers from 
$4 to $2 per year. man 

Among the bills of interest to 
Wyoming automobile dealers, which 
were killed or allowed to die in the 
last-minute rush to adjourn, were a 
state wage and hour measure; a 
measure to exempt the trade-in value 
of used cars from the state 2 percent 
sales tax; and a measure to exempt 
employers of seven or less persons 
from the provisions of the state un- 
employment compensation act 





Oberle Joins Bosch 


SPRINGFIELD, Mass.—Frank Oberle, | 


formerly a member of the 
division, Hercules Motor Corp., has 
joined the sales division of the Amer 
ican Bosch Corp 


Diesel Sales | 








N. J. Makes Plea 
For Safety Signs 


JERSEY CITY, N. J.—Due 
to lack of state funds, New 
Jersey is inviting manufac- 
turers of automobiles, tires, 
chains, gasoline, oil, etc., to 
donate highway _ reflector 
safety signs to help “save a 
life.” 

About 30,000 of various 
type signs—for crossroads, 
main roads, traffic circles 
(for N. Y. World’s Fair di- 
rection), school crossings, 
etc.—are needed by the state, 
cities and towns, which will 
erect and maintain the re- 
flectors for five years. Name 
of donor or trademark will 
be prominently displayed on 
each safety sign. 





For news of the men who —— Hudson, 
rea 
Chris Sinsabaugh’s authoritative 


news in the automotive world, 


“Sparks” column. 


San A ntonio New Car Sales 


Show Slight Gain in Feb. 


Special to Automotive News 
SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—New car 
sales for February, as reported by 
the 19 dealer-members of the San 
Antonio Automobile Trade Assn., 
showed a. slight increase over 
those for January, as well as ex- 
ceeding those for February, 1938. 
The total was 588. 
Sales, according to 
makes, were as follows: 
Buick, 54; Cadillac, 7; Chevrolet, 
109 (and 15 commercial units and 
17 trucks); Chrysler, 14; De Soto, 
7; Diamond T Truck, 1; Dodge, 25 
(and 8 commercial units); Ford, 
87 (and 8 commercial units and 
12 trucks); GMC Truck, 4 (and 
11 commercial units); Graham, 5; 
17 (and 1 commercial 
unit); THC Truck, 6 (and 4 com- 
mercial units); LaSalle, 4; Lin- 


individual 


;coln-Zephyr, 10; Mercury, 15; 
|Nash, 10; Oldsmobile, 19; Over- 
land, 3; Packard, 7 (and 1 com- 
mercial unit); Plymouth, 61 (and 
1 commercial unit); Pontiac 15 
(and 1 commercial unit); Stude- 
baker, 30 (and 1 truck); and, 
Willys, 2 commercial units. Reg- 
istrations by out-of-town dealers 
totaled 1 Hudson, 4 Plymouths 
and 1 Pontiac, making the total 
| for the year, 495 cars, 52 com- 
mercial units and 41 trucks, or a 
grand total of 588 units. 
February sales during previous 


years were as follows: 1934—480; 
1935—657; 1936—915; 1937—709; 
1938—509. 


| cessful operations of an outstanding 
| Sruck dealer, appears in every issue of 
the truck section of Automotive News. 





ALADDIN HAD SOMETHING THERE 


H° had only to rub his magic lamp to 
get his every wish gratified. Even so, 


his results were no more remarkable than 


those achieved by modern industry’s magic 


lamp— research. 


When research turns its light upon an in- 


dustry, or a specific problem, things usually 


and experiment have we been able to keep 
abreast of, and frequently ahead of, industry’s 
demands. New formulas, new metals for cast- 
ings for dies, which would give longer and still 


longer runs of smoother and still smoother 


drawings—these are the things industry has 


happen. And that’s just why research has 


always been a vitally important part of our 
business, why our metallurgical laboratory has 
contributed so materially to our service to 


our customers and to our own growth. 






next you are 


expected from us and which constant research 
has enabled us to supply. 


Today our complete line —six regular, alloyed 
and electric furnace gray irons—includes one 
or more which will exactly meet your 


needs. May we consult with you when 


in the market for 


castings for dies? 





LY 
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eek’s Output Rises to 77,668 Cars and Trucks 


_ 


AN’s Production Estimate 


(U. S. and Canada) 
Weeks Ending March 4, Feb. 25 

Jan.1 Jan.1 

Week Same Week Total to to 
Ending Week Ended Feb. Mar. 5 Mar. 4 
Mar. 4 1938* Feb.25* 1939* 1938* 1939* 
GEN. MOTORS.. 33,190 21,927 33,742 128,372 192,081 282,796 
Chevrelet} . 19,500 15,700 19,650 74,880 135,805 164,390 
SG #6805 0.0 5,140 3,105 5,093 19,966 27,274 43,421 
Oldsmobile 4,200 1,555 4,326 15,444 15,469 35,542 
ee 3,500 972 3,838 14,423 8,888 31,548 
Cad.-LaSalle 850 595 835 3.659 4.645 7.895 
a eee 18,175 10,200 18,015 77,957 168,690 172,008 
ET assesses 15,450 10,200 15,380 66,649 163,800 145,753 
Mereury ...... ho 2,030 BOS it esens 20,080 
Lin.-Zephyr .. 615 4 605 2,704 4,890 6,175 
CHRYSLER .... 17,295 10,800 15,125 73,727 69,300 164,901 
Plymeuth; 8,125 4,600 6,050 37,657 29,930 82,135 
1 ee 6,000 3,900 5,950 23,350 24,095 53,315 
Chrysler ...... 1,720 1,350 1,700 7,106 9,400 16,611 
De Seto ...... 1,450 950 1,425 5,614 5,875 12,840 
Me isi on so. 4.0-% 1,568 740 1,597 6,480 5,804 14,620 
STUDEBAKER; . 1,060 958 158 4,599 6,053 10,158 
HUDBON; ...... 1,100 775 1,110 4,370 12,222 9,050 
PACKARD ..... 1,010 1,195 1,005 3,987 10,515 8,830 
WILLYS-OVD.+. $ 600 839 839 1,949 2,799 
GRAHAM ....... 140 + 140 284 638 987 
BANTAM? ..... 80 100 80 302 1,085 650 
HUPMOBILE 7 40 $ t 265 80 
PERT 66s caine 4,050 5,000 3,925 17,005 39,500 45,230 
RUEAES 65560 77,668 52,335 75,736 317,922 508,102 702,109 

“Revised. +Includes trucks. tClosed. 


February 


Car Sales Seen About 24% 


Below January, But Above °38 


DETROIT.—Preliminary new car registration figures from princi- 





pal cities, covering the first half of February, indicate that February 
registration volume will be about 24 percent below January, accord- 
ing to R. L. Polk & Co. Sales are customarily stronger in January 
than in February, it is pointed out; moreover, the month’s registra- 
tions will be better than February of last year. 

Registrations were considerably better than the national average 
in the South Atlantic states, where the decrease from January figures 
is forecast at only 9.96 percent.‘ 


sections of the country are re- 
ported as follows: New England, 
48.15; Middle Atlantic, 31.10; East 
North Central, 22.22; West North 
Central, 31.97; East South Central, 
Percentage decreases for other 
25.36; West South Central, 22.58; 
Mountain Region, 35.89, and Pa- 
cific Region, 31.89. 


Factories Report } 
Jan. Retail Sales 
At 217,796 Units 


_ NEW YORK.—Retail sales dur- 
ing January, as reported by fac- 
tories, totaled 180,598 passenger 
cars and 37,198 trucks, an aggre- 
gate of 217,796 motor vehicles, the 
Automotive Manufacturers Assn. 
reports. This represents a gain of 
37 per cent over January, 1938, and 
a decline of 22 per cent from De- 
cember. 

The December-to-January change 
was seasonal, and somewhat less 
proportionately than that of the 
previous year, when January sales 
were 28 per cent below December. 

Passenger car sales in January 
were almost 43 per cent ahead of 
the cerresponding month of the 
previous year, though 25 per cent 
below December. Trucks gained 
15 per cent on the yearly compari- 
son, and were 3.2 per cent ahead 
of December. 


Plant Activity 
Bantam...... steady; 80, five days 
Buick..... steady; 5,140, four days 


Cad.-LaSalle. steady; 850, 3'2 days | 


Chevrolet.steady; 19,500, four days 


Chrysler. .steady; 1,720, four days | 


De Soto. ..steady; 1,450, four days 
Dodge... .steady; 6,000, four days 
Ford..... steady; 15,450, four days 
Graham..... steady; 140, five days 


Hudson... .steady; 1,100, 442 days 
SN, és eceak are closed this week 
Lincoln..... steady; 615, four days 
Nash...... steady; 1,568, five days 


Olds...... steady; 4,200, four days 
Packard...steady; 1,010, four days 
Plymouth... .rise; 8,125, four days 
Pontiac. ...steady; 3,500, four days 
Studebaker. .rise; 1,060, four days 
We: so seadaee ws sub-assemblies | 


Steel Operations 
Holding Steady 
At Youngstown 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.—Steel out- 
put here continued this week at 
about 47 percent of capacity, 
about last week’s levels. The rate, 
however, is substantially ahead of 
the same period last year when 
operations were about 30 percent 
of capacity. 

Youngstown’s rate compares 
with 48 percent at Pittsburgh, 
53.5 at Chicago, 37 in the eastern 
district, 56.5 percent at Cleveland 
and 32.5 at Buffalo. The national 
rate is 54.5 percent. 

Steel observers expect large 
flat-rolled consumers, such as 
automobile makers, to re-enter the 
market on an active scale shortly, 
although such buying is down 
noticeably. 

Steel production for 1939 will 
be 50 percent better than in 1938, 
President R. J. Wysor and Vice- 
president Norris J. Clarke, of Re- 
public Steel Corp., predicted here 
this week at the annual conference 
dinner of the Truscon Steel Co. 


Canadian Sales 


Drop in January 


MONTREAL.— The Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics reports that 
| there were 5,930 new motor ve- 
hicles retailed in Canada in Jan- 
|uary for $6,616,269 compared with 
8,453 for $9,475,242 in the pre- 
vious month and 6,832 at $7,687,- 
703 in the corresponding month 
last year. 

Sales of new passenger cars 
| totaled 4,791 compared with 7,342 
| the month before and 5,373 a year 
|ago. Truck and bus sales were 
| reported at 1,139 compared with 
} 1,111 in December and 1,459 in 
| January, 1938. 

During the month there were 
6,363 new and used _ vehicles 
financed to the extent of $2,733,- 
980, in comparison with 8,910 for 
$3,961,589 in December and 6,726 
for $3,205,685 in January last 
year. 

New vehicles financed in Jan- 
uary this year numbered 1,683 





|compared with 2,850 in the pre- 


vious month and 2,265 a year ago. 


Feb. Production 
Of 317,922 Tops | 
38 by Over 55% 


By Pete Wemhoff 

Associate Editor 

DETROIT.— Resumption of | 
normal operations in the Plym- 
outh plant, following termination 


- , ofthe UAW fac- 
Automotive News’ tional strife last 
Production Estimate 


week, raised car 
and truck pro- 
duction to 177,- 
668 units this 
week. 

The week’s|! 
total represents 
a slight gain 
over the pre- 
vious week’s 
75,736 vehicles 
and is consider- 
ably ahead of 
last year’s 52,- 
335 units. 


February pro- 
duction is 
placed at 317,- 
922 cars and 
trucks, some- 
what below the 
353,946 vehicles 
turned out in) 
January of this 
year, but more | 
than 55 percent 
above the 202,- 
597 cars and 
trucks assem- 
bled in Febru- 
ary a year ago. 

With Plym- 
outh back on a 
full four-day schedule, after losing 
one day last week through a strike 
called by rival factions in the 
United Automobile Workers union, 
Chrysler divisions noted a gain 
from 15,125 to 17,295 units this 
week. In the like period a year 
ago, Chrysler divisions turned out 
10,800 cars and trucks. 

General Motors’ total for the 
week is estimated at 33,190 units 
as compared with 33,742 a week 
ago and 21,927 units in the cor- 
responding period of 1938. 

With 18,175 units scheduled, 
Ford’s total for the current week 
is slightly above the 18,015 cars 
and trucks assembled last week 
and compares with 10,200 units 
turned out in the corresponding 
period of 1938. | 

Studebaker boosted production | 
considerably this week, as inde- 
pendent producers continued at 
the previous week’s pace. 


Neb. Dealers 














| Passenger Car Registrations 


45 States for January, 1939-1938 





Jan. 
to Jan. 
Date Pos. 
GHEVIOIS onc cevcus 37,600 1 
CE. APRN EK or v ew reese 30,953 2 
PAVAOUG 6 evcccvcus 22,745 3 
RUNES” G28, 0 508-4 ese 11,604 4 
EE: deer ex's be wee 11,573 5 
QIGSMIODIE ....ccses 8,491 6 
PE Andie vibe vee oN 8,189 7 
GEL EEEN Ve es ne nteyes 4,365 8 
PMMEOGLY. 66600 e5 0005's 3,510 9 
J aaa eee 3,244 10 
ME SE 83e0d68 ee Vibcrer 2,872 11 
ere 2,850 12 
DUIGCUGREr .ccccicss 2,643 13 
oo eer 2,330 14 
Cadillac-LaSalle 2,108 15 
ERNE: 5 5.00.0,0:660 0606 1,410 16 
Willys-Overland 686 17 
Co ear rer ee 292 18 
FHUEHODUO 2c cssec ces 38 19 
Miscellaneous ....... 82 
3 Y,| ee 157,585 

*LOoss 











1939 1938 Unit 
1939 Pos. 1938 Pos. Gain 
37,600 1 28,641 2 8,959 
30,953 2 30,447 1 506 
22,745 3 13,784 3 8,961 
11,604 4 8,179 4 3,425 
11,573 5 5,841 5 5,732 
8,491 6 §.116 7 3,375 
8,189 7 5,623 6 2,566 
4,365 8 2,893 8 1,472 
3,510 9§ 5 aan ‘ase 
3,244 10 2,318 11 926 
2,872 11 2,200 12 672 
2,850 12 2,437 10 413 
2,643 13 2,153 13 490 
2,330 14 2,628 9 298* 
2,108 15 1,394 14 714 
1,410 16 1,301 15 109 
686 17 1,024 16 338* 
292 18 418 17 126* 
38 19 59 18 21* 
82 68 14 
157,585 116,524 41,061 


Buick Bumps Its Production 


To 40-Hour Five Day Week 


F LINT.—Harlow H. Curtice, 
president of Buick, this week an- 
nounced a boost in production 
schedules for March and exten- 
sion of factory operations from 
four to five days a week. The in- 
crease will go into effect next 
week. 

The new schedule will increase 
the hours of approximately 13,300 
employes to 40 a week from the 
32-hour week in force during 
January and February. The Buick 
factories will continue to operate 
on a two-shift basis. 

According to the announcement, 
Buick output this month will be 
increased to 26,650 units, includ- 
ing production for export, which 
compares with 19,650 units built 
in February and with 20,000 in 
January, the best winter produc- 
tion, by a substantial number of 
cars, in the history of the com- 
pany. 

Curtice announced that there 
had been no seasonal layoffs at 
Buick plants this winter. 

“Employment was maintained 
consistently throughout the winter 
season with an average of 13,300 
on the payrolls,’ he said. “The 
same number of men were work- 
ing in January and February that 


Note Gain 


In Used, New Car Sales 


Special to Automotive News | 

LINCOLN, Neb.—Both new and) 
used car sales in Lincoln for Feb- | 
ruary ran about the same or 
slightly higher than for the same 
month a year ago, while reports 
from out-state, including the Platte 
valley and similar areas where 
crops last year were much bet- 
ter than in the Lincoln area, in- 
dicate that sales for the state as 
a whole ‘are materially ahead of 
a year ago. 


Lincoln dealers consider the 
February showing this year to be 
good in the light of a poor 1938 
crop around Lincoln, and expect 
sales to soar in late spring and 
early summer if present favor- 
able moisture conditions continue. 

Frank DeBrown, of fhe De- 
Brown Auto Co., (Studebaker), 
said that both new and used 
car sales this February were 
ahead of the same month in 
1938, but some what below Jan- 
uary this year. DeBrown is pres- 
ident of the Lincoln Automobile 
Dealers Assn., and he said dealers 





Chrysler Sales Jump 


PHILADELPHIA.—Reports for Jan- 
uary show the sales of Chrysler cars 
in Philadelphia increased 126 percent 
over January, 1938, setting a new 
record, according to F. L. Wiethoff, 
president of the Chrysler Philadelphia 

o. 





generally report a better February 
than last year, with a seasonal de- 
cline from January. Moisture con- 
ditions are good now, he said, and 
if the crop outlook is favorable | 
this spring, he anticipates a con-| 
siderable increase in sales over last| 
year. | 

Earl E. Rediger, sales manager 
of the DuTeau Chevrolet Co. re- 
ported a 25 percent increase in 
used car sales last month over 
Febguary, 1938, and approximately 
double the number of used ve- 
hicles moved in February over 
January. New cars have been a 
little ahead of last year. 

“Our big increase in sales this 
year over last has been due main- 
ly to increased promotion,” Redi- 
ger said, “and our used car sales 
have responded well to the Chev- 
rolet sales campaign inaugurated 
in February. However, it is safe 
to say that our business would 
have been ahead of last year with- 
out this extra promotion, which is 
saying a good deal for Lincoln in 
view of poor crops last fall. Mois- 
ture conditions are good now and 
it is entirely possible that a good 
year is in the offing.” 

Ed. O’Shea, of O’Shea-Rogers 


| Motor Co. (Ford-Lincoln-Zephyr), 


also stated that business is holding 
to last year’s level, which is con- 
sidered good in view of crop com-| 


‘ditions. 


were working during the heavy 
production period in the last quar- 
ter of last year and the same force 
will be maintained in March under 
the new production schedule.” 

He pointed out that the increase 
in output will be met by the in- 
crease in hours of work. 

Commenting on the two months 
just ended, Curtice said _ that 
maintenance of good levels of 
winter production and employ- 
ment was accomplished this year 
with greater success than in any 
previous year since the industry 
has sought, by fall announcements 
of new models, to level industrial 
employment. 

“Total Buick payrolls for this 
season were the highest in many 
years,” he said, “a total of $4,300,- 
000 being paid to employes dur- 
ing January and February, com- 
pared with $3,000,000 paid in the 
same months last year. March 
payrolls will be higher in pro- 
portion to the increased hours and 
the greater number of working 
days in the month, and it is ex- 
pected will double the payrolls of 
March a year ago.” 

Curtice said that the sustained 
winter production rate was made 
possible by the record Buick sales 
during January and February 
which enabled relatively high pro- 
duction for immediate field needs, 
without excessively increasing new 
car inventories. 

Dealer stocks are normal for 
this time of the year, he said, and 
during the past three weeks there 
has been an increase in unfilled 
retail orders in the hands of deal- 
ers. 


Britain’s Motor 
Vehicles Exceed 
3 Million Mark 


LONDON, (UTPS).— Mechani- 
cally-propelled vehicles in Britain 
top the 3,000,000 mark for the 
first time, according to the Min- 
istry of Transport which shows 
3,093,884 compared with 2,938,485 
in 1937. 


Britain’s tardiness in improving 
her roads is emphasized by figures 
which show that, while less than 
2,800 miles of Class 1 roads 
have been added to the total since 
1926, the number of cars has 
grown by 1,300,000. In 1926 there 
were only 70 cars to the main 
road mile, as against 113 today. 

Private cars now total 1,944,394, 
compared with 884,645 ten years 
ago, an increase in 10 years of 120 
percent. 


The truck section of Automotive 
News is the only publication edited 
entirely for the truck, 
truck equipment dealer. 


trailer an 
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Sales Tax, State Wage-Hour 
Bills Hold N.Y. Dealer Interest 


5 1 to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—About 250 of the 
more than 2,000 bills thus far in- 
yoduced in the state legislature 


jt Albany affect the automotive | tion 


yl St oy 
Merchants “As 
ivised by its general manager, 
Harry Bragg. 


| of taxpayers, business 


pation in a statewide mot ilization 


organiza- 
tions and cjv A ade Chae 
tions for mo > ‘- 
and gover: .aent expendi- 
as incited 


either directly or indi-|turcs This mov 
> . * . = + P's movement 
tly agape Des epg dure Maced CX te, Sooscees three 


Assn. of New York are! 


new taxes to support his record 
State budget of $411,700,000, with 
the opposition swelling to a cli- 


pending state legislation, it i oe at a Feb. 22 hearing in Al- 


pinted out, includes measures 
dealing with compulsory insurance, 
empulsory inspection, changes in 
registration dates and fees, grade 
cossing elimination, traffic con- 
trol, speed liimts, regulation of 
qutdeor advertising, labor and 
picketing regulations, certificate of 
tile, taxation, headlight and 
equipment regulations and a host 
of run-of-the-mine bills which 
prennially make their appearance 
in the legislative hoppers. 

The legislative committee of the 
New York City dealer group also 
is devoting particular attention to 
a proposed state wage-hour law, 
introduced by Senator Kleinfeld as 
Senate Bill 830 and patterned after 
the federal act. Legislation regu- 
lating the filing of conditienal 
sles contracts, as well as provid- 
ing when and under what condi- 
tions chattels, cars, etc., may or 
may not be repossessed, also is 
being carefully watched. 

Full support of the local dealer 
association is being given partici- 


New Passenger Car Registrations. 45 States for January, 1939-1938 - 


bany on the program. 

Political observers have ex- 
pressed belief opposition strength, 
as evidenced at the Albany hear- 
ing, is virtually certain to force 
abandonment of the governor’s 
proposed enactment of a $1 per 
$1,000 valuation tax on real estate, 
a two-tenths of 1 percent tax on 
gross business turnover, and a 50 
percent hard liquor tax increase. 
In addition to these three levies, 
designed to yield $64,000,000 an- 
nually, Lehman recommended per- 
manence for all emergency levies, 
including 2 cents of the state’s 
current 4-cent-per-gallon gasoline 
tax rate. 

Lehman’s proposed permanence 
for the “emergency” gasoline tax 
and the diversion of its revenues | 
to other than highway uses, was | 
the principal cause of drawing op- | 
position from numerous other 
automotive groups in various parts 
of the state, as well as criticism 
from several statewide automotive 
organizations, including the Em- 


| pire State Motor Vehicle Dealers 


Assn. 

With the Lehman program ex- 
pected to be scrapped because of 
the strong opposition from busi- 
ness, civic and taxpayer groups to 
all of its features, attention is now 
being centered on the possibility 
of a statewide retail sales tax. One 
such bill already has been intro- 
duced by Senator McNaboe but is 
not expected to be accorded seri- 
ous attention because its features 
are too sweeping and do not ex- 
empt food and certain other ne- 
cessities. Serious consideration of 
a state sales tax in some form, 


| however, is anticipated as an al- 


ternative to the proposed new 
Lehman taxes. 

Because a sales tax would mere- 
ly extend throughout the entire 
state a form of taxation for sever- 
al years operative in New York 
City, it is believed that dealers 
here would much prefer that 
course, if new taxes are needed, 
to the heavy burdens they would 
suffer under the Lehman program. 
Automobile dealers in other parts 
of the state, now free of such tax- 
ation, would obviously be more in- 
clined to unite with whatever state 
sales tax opposition might be 
mustered by retail interests. There 
has been no association expression 
of such local dealer preference, 
however. 


Law Strengthened 


CONCORD, N. H.(UTPS)—The House 
of Representatives has passed an 
amendment to the law which would 
require presentation of receipted poll 
tax bills before an automobile owner 
could secure registration. The meas- 
ure is sponsored by Rep. Lee L. Os- 
borne, of Sunapee. 
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14 NSPA Applicants Okayed 
By Membership Committee 


DETROIT.—The National] 
Standard Parts Assn. brought to- 
gether in Detroit during February 
the complete personnel of its 
leading committees. 

First to hear the opening gavel 
was the membership committee, 
under the chairmanship of B. F. 
G. Keam. The committee is made 
up of: 

B. F. G. Keam, wholesaler, 
chairman, Monarch Auto Supply 
Co., Covington, Ky.; R. H. Row- 
land, manufacturer, vice-chair- 
man, Champion Spark Plug Co., 
Toledo; Herman Chazick, whole- 
saler, Bronx Gear & Bearing Co., 
Inc., New York; John A. Doyle, 
wholesaler, Southern Bearings & 
Parts Co., Atlanta; Frank F. 
Flaherty, wholesaler, W. T. Fla- 
herty & Son, Inc., Janesville, Wis.; 
J. R. Howie, manufacturer, Russell 
Mfg. Co., Middletown, Conn.; M. 
F. Wible, wholesaler, Air-Land 
Motor Parts Co., Inc., Greensburg, 
Pa.; H. E. Wolfson, wholesaler, 
Maremont Automotive Products, 
Inc., Chicago. 

The committee endorsed and ac- 
cepted 14 wholesaler membership 
applicants, all of which were ap- 
proved by the board of directors. 
These applications were received 
since the first of the year: 

Biddeford Auto Parts Co., Bid- 
deford, Me.; Arl. J. Dillman & 
Son, Inc., Caruthersville, Mo.; 
Brown & Murray, Ltd., Winnipeg, 


in this table are supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and Sherlock & Arnold 


Manitoba; Edmonton Auto Parts 
Co., Edmonton, Alberta; J. B. 
Cook Auto Machine Co., Memphis, 
Tenng Grover Auto Supply Co., 
Rice Lake, Wis.; Davis Motor Sup- 
ply, Mobile, Ala.; Lawrence-Ryan 
Co., Inc., Jackson, Miss.; McKenzie 
Auto Equipment, Ltd, Regina, 
Saskatchewan, 

T. E. Poppe Auto Supply Co., 
San Antonio, Tex.; Rutland Auto 
Supply Co., Rutland, Vt.; Rogers 
Machine Works, Ltd., Regina, 
Saskatchewan; Sewell Auto Sup- 
ply Co., Pittsburg, Tex.; Standard 
Auto Parts Co., St. Louis. 


Black Preferred Finish 
On Oldsmobile Cars 


LANSING.—Gray cars stand 
second only to black in the prefer- 
ence of Oldsmobile purchasers, ac- 
cording to D. E. Ralston, general 
sales manager. 

“Black remains the most popular 
car finish,” Ralston said, “being 
chosen by approximately 30 buy- 
ers in every 100. But gray is run- 
ning a very close second with a 
preference of 29 percent. This last 
figure, however, includes two dif- 
ferent shades, a light gray and a 
dark gray. The next most popular 
colors are light blue, green and 
dark blue, respectively. Trailing 
on the color popularity charts are 
brown, maroon, red and cream. 
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38’ BED ON GIANT LATHES 





Leviathan among heavy duty 
engine lathes is the “Hydrotol”’ 
made by the Lehmann Machine 
Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. Re- 
cently a battery of two Hydrotols 
with 30 inch swing and 38 feet 
beds, was installed at the Hunt- 
ington, West Virginia plant of The 
International Nickel Co. Designed 
for high production, high speeds 
and heavy feeds, these lathes take 
advantage of: finest constructional 
|materials known today. They take 
punishment without failure and 
| without affecting dimensional ac- 
curacy of their work. The bed 
castings—very backbone of these 
huge machines—are made of 
Nickel alloy cast iron. Other ma- 
jor parts, such as gears, shafts, 
etc., utilize vari- 
ous heat - treated 
Nickel alloy 
steels. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 


clutch elements, 
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—more $ $$ 
for Dealers! 





Quick Turnover Held 


o>—-- 
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Auction Methods Proved 


Successful in Daniels Firm 


SAN FRANCISCO.—A quick | 
turnover of used car stocks is the 
key to the proper appraisal of 
prospective trade-ins, according to | 
George Daniels, president of 
George Daniels Co. (Pontiac) 
here. 

Using an auction method of sell- | 
ing his used cars, Daniels keeps 
reducing the price of each car 
which does not sell, until he de- 
velops a market for it. 


“A dealer should base his pric- 








SCIENTIFIC late-model 


testing of 
used car saves time and money for the 
reconditioning shop of George Daniels, 
Pontiac dealer in San Francisco. 


ing on the time element, rather 
than on the value element,” Dan- | 
iels declares. “If you have a 1936 
model in good shape on hand that 
does not sell, you reduce the price 
until it does, even though you may 
ask more for an exact duplicate 
which is a newer car 
Then by keeping an actual check | 
of the net received, when com- | 
pletely washed out, for each car 
handled, you determine the proper 
appraisals to make when check- 
ing over subsequent cars offered 
in trade. 

“TI am firmly convinced that the 
thing which causes most dealers 
the most aggravating used car 
troubles today is the fact that they 
do not sell their used cars quickly 
enough to obtain a proper knowl- 
edge of their true value so as to 
be able to properly appraise other 
used car offerings. All too often 
the dealers buy used cars based 
on the belief that they are worth 
anywhere from $50 to $100 more 
than they can be sold for net. 
And, consequently, as long as they 
refuse to sell the cars in stock for 
what they are actually worth, they 
are continuously, everlastingly and 
unconsciously overbidding beyond 
their intention to overbid. 

“In appraising used car offer- 
ings we base our values on what 
we are getting for similar cars, 
net, adding naturally the amount 
of reconditioning necessary, but at | 
the same time reducing these 
values sufficiently to bring our in- 


| used 


vestment down to the prices we 
believe we can get 30 days from 


| the date of appraisal. We find, un- | 


fortunately, that on the average, 


it takes 30 days to prepare and sell | 


each unit, no matter how hard we 
try to improve our selling effi- 
ciency. 


“And, in spite of everything we 


can do, in spite of every precau- 


| tion we take, we find we are un- 
| able to hit the nail exactly on the | 
| head. | 

“To date, we have been fairly | 
successful in selling our used cars | 


for these expected prices. In fact, 


| we have only missed it $3 a unit, | 
| but even this small 


loss William 
Stein, our used car manager, ex- 
pects to change. He claims that, 
if we must miss, we should pick 
up $3 and not lose $3, and that is 
what he is working to do. To take 


care of the situation, we are ap- | 


praising a little lower and estab- 


lishing our stock values a little | 


lower, which, of course, means 
that our overallowances are being 
slightly increased. 


“In our organization, we em- 
ploy practically the same number 


| of used car salesmen as we do new 
| car salesmen, 
| sales 
| holds a meeting and goes over the 


and the used car 
manager, William Stein, 
prospects with them every morn- 
ing at 8:30 a. m. The supervision 
that starts at 8:30 is carried on 


in stock. | By 





FENDER repairs, an important phase 
| of proper reconditioning, is done this 


way in the used car department of 
George Daniels, Pontiac dealer, San 
Francisco. 


throughout the day, so all the sell- 
ing effort that is possible is ap- 


|plied as the business develops. 


Used car advertising, costing ap- 
proximately $4 or $5 per new car, 
is also necessary. 

“As I survey the situation, I 
find some dealers are losing busi- 
ness because they are unable to 
trade due to the fact they cannot 


| sell their used cars for the prices 


they expected to sell them for, 
|and they will not take less. 
“Our situation is exactly the 


reverse. We have not had as few 
cars on hand for several 
months back as we have now, and 
this in spite of the fact that the 


a | last two months were the largest 





PAINT, applied in the 


as properly 
used car reconditioning department of 


Pontiac dealer, San 


George Daniels, 
to sell trade-ins. 


Francisco, helps 


retail selling months enjoyed in 
1938—-half again as much volume 
as the average for the year. 

“Our profit position, I might 
state, is satisfactory, and by fol- 
lowing the same plan as we used 


in 1938, by keeping our used cars | 
| turning 
| basis of dollar volume and number 


over on a 20 to 25-day 


of units, with no cars on hand 


|over 60 days, we expect to enjoy 


a very satisfactory profit year in 
1939.” 


To feel the pulse of the industry 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
IS a necessity 


Ysed Car Merchandising 


Key to Used Car Appraisals 


MAIN USED CAR showroom of the George Daniels Pontiac dealership in San Francisco. 


—more $$$ 


for Dealers! 








This is one of two used 


car show rooms in which all Daniels used cars are displayed. There are no outdoor lots. 








‘Difference Sale’ 
Cuts Used Car 


Stock in Denver 


DENVER. — The Murphy-Ma- 
honey Motor Co. (Chevrolet) re- 
cently carried out a plan that suc- 
cessfully cut down the company’s 
used car stock. The plan was ad- 
vertised as a “Difference Sale” and 
was in progress for an entire 
month. In describing the sale a 
newspaper advertisement said: 

“We have thrown 
price lists for the entire month as 
far as used cars are concerned. 
The price of used cars fluctuates a 
great deal on year, model, condi- 

| tion, etc. The majority of people 
| today have a used car to trade. So 
,after all it’s the difference that 
counts. We pledge ourselves to 
|deal with you this month—just 
give us a chance—that’s all we 
ask. Listed below are the finest 
array of used cars we have ever 
had—all in A-1 condition. Pick 


out one—come over—let’s deal on | 
We will get 


a difference basis. 
together with you.” 


Thus, prospects brought in their 


old car without any idea of price, 
and the Murphy-Mahoney sales- 
|men had a chance to talk over the 
matter and arrive at a satisfactory 
| basis for exchange of used cars. 


CATA to Clarify 
Used Car Ads 


CHICAGO.—Detailed listings as 
to series and model of used cars 
advertised for sale will be the 
practice in the future, according 
to a plan worked out by the Chi- 
|cago Automobile Trade Assn., in 
| co-operation with the metropoli- 
|tan newspapers and the Chicago 
Better Business Bureau. 

Along with announcement of 
the plan, CATA headquarters 
made known through Samuel B. 
Shapiro, general manager, that it 
has met with a favorable reception 
among dealers here. 

In Chicago, as elsewhere, it has 
frequently been the practice for 
| dealers to advertise used cars by 
make, year and general type, with 
|prices for apparently identical 
models showing a deviation rang- 
ing at times as high as $100. 





‘Junker’ Iron Totals 
80% of Requirements 
NEW YORK.—Total scrap iron 
and steel, arising from junking of 
automobiles plus the by-product 


during 1938, corresponded in 
amount to 80 percent of the total 
new iron and steel requirements 
of the automobile industry, ac- 
cording to an estimate by Edwin 
C. Barringer, executive secretary 
of the Institute of Scrap Iron and 
Steel. 


away our, 


of the manufacture of new models | 


e 





DAILY MORNING 
George Daniels, Pontiac dealer in San Francisco, goes over the used car situa- 
tion with Daniels. 


PRACTICE. 


Warning Postcards Keep 


Wm. Stein, 


(left), used car manager for 


Service on Profitable Side 


By Ruel McDaniel 


WEATHERFORD, 
/ernment postal cards have kept 
| the service department of the 
| Hayes Motor Co. here out of the 
| red. 

The firm’s 
consistently shows a_ profit, 
the basic reason, more than any- 
thing else, according to owner J. 
C. Hayes, is the use of these in- 
expensive cards. 

The cards advertise lubrication. 
But they do more than that; they 


service department 


act as danger signals to car own-| 


ers, pointing out to them the dan- 
ger of neglecting the proper lub- 
rication of their cars. 

Since the cards bring in the 
owners for lubrication at regular 
intervals, the department 
abled to sell other service needs. 

Hayes maintains a card file of 
every person who has ever had 
his car in the firms service de- 
partment or has bought a 


ords every time the car has been 
in and what was done to it when 
it was in, and forms the basis for 


the use of the lubrication post! 
cards. 

When a car comes in for a lub- 
rication job, it is thoroughly 
checked for any other service 
|needed. After the job is com- 
| pleted, a record of it goes to the 
|office for recording an the card 
set apart for this particular car 
(if it is in for the first time a 
new card is made out for it). 

In the office an estimate is! 


made as to when the car will need 
its next lubrication job, and with 
that date estimated, the card is 
fited to come up for attention on 
the proper date. 

Then the first of two cards goes 


to the owner. The post card is 
simplicity itself, but it gets results 
Hayes declares It reads as fol- 


low 


Tex.—Gov-, 


and | 


is en-| 


Car | 
from the company. The filing rec-| 


“When Your Speedometer Says 
(mileage filled in)—You Should 
Bring Your Car in And Have 
Lubricated and Inspected! 

“Regular care in the form of 
lubrication and inspections is the 
cheapest way of insuring your car 
against future breakdowns and 
|costly repair bills. Why not stop 
in our service department to- 
morrow for this service? Have 
your car serviced where its main- 
‘tenance record is kept.” 

The mileage filled in on the card 
is the figure Hayes has estimated 
the speedometer on the car will 
show when the card is received, 
‘and it of course is the figure at 
which the next job should be 
done. 

If there is no response within a 
| week from this card, a second one 
|goes out. The figures on the 
| speedometer at which the last lub- 
|rication job was done are shown 


in the blank, and the card is 
headed “Second Warning”. It 
goes on to say that a card was 


mailed several days ago but it was 
possible that the speedometer had 
not reached the figures indicated. 
'It asks the owner to check his 
speedometer to see if the car is 
not in need of another lubrication 
job and an inspection. 

If no results come of this second 
mailing, a copy of the first card 
goes out again in two weeks; and 
|it is followed up by the second 
|If these get no results, the owner 
| gets a letter. 
Many customers come in after 
‘receiving the third or fourth card, 
| Hayes declares, and comment 0! 
| the consistency of the follow-up 


Barbier Is Appointed 
DETROIT.—Truman F. Barbier ha: 
been appointed assistant to Howard A 
Coffin, general manager, White Sta! 
Ohio division, Socony-Vacuum Oil Co 
Ine 
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€@ average used car prices, 
laken from the weekly Used 
Car Selling Prices chart, shows 
the following: 
High Low 
| Feb. Average (1938) 565 497 
| Mar. Average ...... 551 494 
‘pr. Average ...... 549 494 
May Average ___.. 542 487 
|“Une Average ...... 527 478 
July Average _._... 525 469 
Aug. Average ...... 528 449 
Sept. Average ____.. 515 441 
ct. Average ....... 492 425 
Nov. Average. __ 481 412 
Dec. Average ||| 462 399 
oo Average (°39) .*585 *512 
eng 4, 1939........*576 *526 
hey ao, S008....... 577 521 
oe 18, 1939....... 585 518 
- Offering of higher - priced 
| “88 models has lifted national 
@verage, 





Used Car 
Position Best 
Since 1936 


By William C. Callahan 
Managing Editor 


pETROIT.—From the stand- 
point of used cars, the industry is 
antering the spring new car sell- 
ng season in the best technical 
‘ition it has enjoyed since 1936. 
fstimates of used car inventories 
nd sales, indicate that the posi- 
jon today is better than in both 
1937 and 1938. Last year, perhaps, 
witnessed the prize backlog of all. 

Used car inventories as of Dec. 
3], 1938, were estimated by Auto- 
notive News at from about 505,000 
i 510,000 units. This compares 
ih Automotive News’ estimate 
fr the same date in the pre- 
vious year Of between 750,000 and 
40,000 units. Thus stocks at the 
ginning of this year were 30 to 
4% percent below the same period 
a year ago. 

Last year, however, stocks be- 
ween Jan. 1 and Mar. 1 were in- 
geasing rapidly, in spite of a 
ywer rate of new car sales. That 
s, when used cars were placed on 
he “lot” during that period last 
yar, they stayed there. In the 
ist two months of 1938, it is 
stimated that used car stocks in- 
meased 50,000 to 60,000 units 
vhile new car sales totaled only 
6,000 units. This year the in- 
qease in used car stocks during 
irst two months is not expected 
tp exceed 30,000 units, while new 
ar sales for the first two months 
we expected to total about 350,000 
units. 

Automotive News estimates for 
Mar. 1 puts used car stocks at 
aout 540,000 to 550,000 units as 
gainst its estimate of 850,000 
mits for the same period a year 
ago. 

Current sales pace of used cars 
sslower in comparison with last 
jar than it was a month ago, al- 
hough it is still running about 5 
ereent ahead of the rate a year 
0. This is no doubt due to in- 
dement weather in the northern 
sates as a similar slackening has 
ven noticed in new car sales. 
During the closing days of Febru- 
ay it is estimated that new car 
ales ran only about 10 to 12 per- 
cent above the same period in the 
mevious year as compared with 
the much better showing made in 
he opening days of this year. 

New car inventories are still 
tolding at comfortably low levels, 
wowever, with the total estimated 
it about 375,000 as of Mar. 1 
® compared with 408,000 at the 
ame period a year ago. The fact 
hat used car stocks are low would 
Mdicate that dealers will have no 
“lous difficulty in taking advan- 
age of the expected spring upturn 
“new car demand. This will be 
mmediately reflected in produc- 
“on increases this month as the 
sult of a healthy condition in 
‘tw car inventories. 
























City Tags Issued 
WINCHESTER, Ky.—Issuance of 
emchester's first city automobile li- 
. has begun. The law, designed 
video nease the city’s revenue, pro- 
des for fees of $5 for passenger 


_ and trucks, and $2.50 for motor- 
Yeles, 





















Used Car Index 








AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1939 15 
t 


a 





Actual top and botto 





m prices on 1935, 1936 © 2 Pittsburgh Press, Sun Telegraph; Atlanta 

and 1937 Used Cars, as ady : U d ¢ Goorst Amnerienns ; : 

; ertised in 1 I seorgian, merican; Cleveland Plain Dealer; 

only aed ta annem week. SEDAN. gulens se ar e ing rices Detroit News; Chicago Herald-Examiner; 
s 


‘foun a Newspapers co- 
oston Globe; New York 
Journal - American, World - Telegram; 


Columbus Dispatch; Cincinnati Post; St. Louis 
Globe Democrat; Denver Post; Los Angeles 
Daily News, Examiner; Seattle Times. 


Operating include: 
Times, 


(As Advertised, Week Ending Feb. 18, 1939) 











Boston N.Y. Atlanta Pittsbrg. Cleve. Detroit Chicago Cinti. St. Louis Denver Los Ang. Seattle Nat. Av. 
pc a. plteadstanaii °38 | $695-$745 $775-$795 $695 $765-$795 |$645-$785 $645-$795| $795-$845 $665-$775 $745-$785 $795-$845 $795-$895 |$869-$925 |$740-$817 
iia esteem "37| 595- 625 595- 645 565- 595 479- 675) 565 610 625- 695) 625- 675! 625- 695; 625- 695| 675- 725) 597- 664 
ues "36| 445- 495) 425- 495! 445 425- 475: 365- 485 380- 397; 445 445- 465 495 495 | 450- 525) 525- 575| 435- 490 
Buick “50-60” 38) 895 | 865 | | 895- 995) | 880- 945 
setae ere *37| 695 650- 685) 615- 675| 795 595- 695; 695 745 | 650- 720 

~ "36| | 495- 525 | 450- 535) 495 495- 545 | 545 | | 484- 540 


Chevrolet Master Deluxe 


"38| 545- 575) 545- 595 | 495- 545) 495- 595) 487 495— 565) 565- 625) 595 665- 695| 675- 695| 552- 609 





























ace "$7| 425- 445, 325- 430) 445 415- 485) 385- 495, 385- 415| 425 425- 450 449 | 525- 545 525- 565! 545- 575! 440- 485 
8B] 375— 395) 295- 325, 295- 345| 345- 399| 295- 345! 325- 370) 325- 345 (395-445 «| 331-374 

Chrysler Six "38| 695- 725 (795 «=| 725 +~=—s«| 665~ 765| 595- 695, 665~ 695) 725- 745 675 | 725- 795) 795 684- 751 
ar ars "37| 495- 595! 465 | 495 495- 525, 495- 575 | 595 | 545- 575) 595- 625) 595 595- 625! 625- 645| 534- 595 

36) 445 350 | 325- 375 395- 425: l | 395= 445) 445 495 495 445- 495) 400- 455 

ae si "37| 595 475- 645 | 650- 695 | | 675 | | 573- 672 
"36| 425- 495 | | | 425- 495 

we Sete "38| 695 745 645 725 | 625- 695) 595- 675 645- 685) 685- 695 695- 795| 765- 785| 670- 725 
mee "37| 495- 545 | 550 459- 485 395- 545 495- 565; 555- 570! 495- 545 565- 595} 545- 595) 595 | 625 | 506- 567 
*36] 395- 445 | | 375- 450| | 385 | 375 | 425- 445| 425 | 495 | 495 | 391- 460 

Pea iaacisseaasne, eat 38] 625- 645 | 645- 695) 639- 795) 565- 645| 625- 645, 625 | 665 645- 675| 695- 725, 625- 745, 695- 725| 638- 696 
ee "37 525-575) 425- 495) 545 475- 525, 445- 545 415- 425, 495- 545| 495- 575) 525- 595) 545- 595! 575- 595| 492- 550 
*36| 425- 445) 345 | 395 | 365- 395) 345- 445| 275- 325, 325- 365) 395- 425| 375- 425) 425 | 469- 495) 475- 495| 381- 424 









Ford Standard 88) 475- 495) 450- 495) 475 


*37| 295- 365) 350- 395 
<n senessseesssesnnssennnesinssnaneeet nici rranisio ness et mum 


545- 565| 525- 575| 480- 520 
| 395- 465| 425- 465) 330- 383 


| 465- 495! 435- 495) 449- 487; 525 


| 495- 525) 
| 295- 365, 245- 345) 285- 325; 375- 395; 295- 325) 365 












*36| 195- 210 | 195— 245| 185- 265) 225 | 245- 265] 225- 245; | 325- 345| 228- 262 
Ford Deluxe "$8| 545- 585) 595 | 545- 625) 525- 590) 435- 595! 545- 565, 545- 610! 495- 565| 545- 595' 585- 625| 689- 695| 625- 665| 553- 610 
—- BT) 425- 465, | 395— 425| 365- 425) 345- 425| 425- 445| 395- 425) 465 | 455- 495) 545- 575| 525- 575| 434~ 473 
a "36| 295- 325 315 265- 325 265- 345| 245- 265. 325- 345| 325- 345) 395 425 | 395- 465| 395- 465; 314- 370 
Graham "38| | | | | 895 | 39s 
‘ietidiaiitiniee.. a 2 ee ee ee ee ee 
EE ek se eS 275-295, 295 | 365- 395| 308— 320 
Hudson Six 381 625 | | | | | 625 645- 665) 695 | 695 | 632— 685 
——— 36) 325 295- 344| | 245 | 385 375- 395) : | 310— 375 
soccer | | 2 188 

36) 445 | 365 | | | | 395- 425) | | |_380- 435 
Hudson Terraplane ‘38! 495- 550) | 545— 585) | 495- 565| 625 | | 645- 675) 665- 695, 569- 616 


°37| 395- 465 | 345- 425) 314- 465) 425- 445 | 425= 445) 445- 525! | 575- 595! 575- 585| 438- 494 
$$ 395-965) | 345 425) 314-465) 425-445; | 425 445) 445-525; |: 575 595! 575 585) 438- 494 

36) 325 | 275— 295) 295- 345) 225 | | 345- 375) 325- 395) | | 425- 445) 315- 364 
38] 995 | 985 850 | 995-1025 895 845- 895| 875- 945) 945- 965/1025 925-1025| 904- 982 


*37| 695- 725 745 690- 715 595- 695 625- 665. 695- 745! 725- 745) 765 | 795- 825) 795- 895) 725- 795, 709— 757 
——!.. $8 6S 05 45 8D 715, 595— 695) 25-665, 695— 745! 725- 745| 765 | 19S— Seo} WOS~ Sey) ee 

















LaSalle 

















36) 585 | ] | 485- 495) 465- 525) 425- 445; 445- 545) 445- 545) 575 | 575 | 495- 595| 545- 575| 485- 543 

sonata Seenge "38 925-1025 845- 925|1095 l | 845- 925) l 1045-1150) 995-1095| 931-1036 

°37| 645- 725) 595 645 | 645- 775) 545- 745 625- 665) 645 695 695 | 845 | 715- 835! 795- 845| 650- 759 

"36) 495- 545) 475- 495 495 475- 495) 425- 445) 495- 525| 595 | 595 | 595 | 545- 595! 500- 536 

Nash-LaFayette "38| 595- 625) 650 625- 645; 685 675 ‘| 695- 725 641- 671 

37 | 395- 450) 475- 495) 425 | 425- 495) 465 | | ___ | 430- 476 

ee eee eee ee eee | 322- 378 

ee eee ee ; jas. | 355— 418 

Olds Six °38| 665- 725) 625- 695) 745- 785! 675- 825) 625- 765| 625- 645| 675- 695) 645- 675) 695 | 695- 725° 695- 795| 695- 785} 672- 738 

_ Ps "37| 525- 565 495- 595) 595 495- 565) 435- 595! 495 555 ' 545- 595| 525- 595) 565- 595! 575- 645| 565- 626] 522- 597 

"36| 365- 395) 365- 445 345- 395 365- 465) 325 425 345- 425) 445- 465) 445 | 445 | 495 373- 442 

Olds Eight *38| : 695- 845) 695- 745 725 895- 925 752- 838 

37) 545- 595 595 550- 625) 525 595- 625 665- 695 576- 627 

"36) 445 365- 375 | | 535 405- 455 

Pontiac Six 38| 625- 665) 695 695 645- 795) 625- 645| 695 645- 665 645- 695 665- 695 650- 725  695- 725 658- 700 

"§7| 495-545 495- 545 465- 545) 475- 595 445- 525° 495- 565! 495- 545' 525- 595) 595 575- 595) 565- 610! 503- 570 

"36| 425- 445) 345- 395 395- 445 347- 445) 325- 345 425 ' 395- 425) 345- 395 425 445 475- 495! 386- 426 

Pontiac Eight "38 | 795 | 725 695 175 od aa 710- 785 
"37\ 545 | ee | 545 

"36| 445-565 395 ; 420- 565 

Packard 120 "38| 865- 945 933 845- 995 875- 895 920- 9651045 == 1025-1045, 911- 982 

caeee ge we ie 37] 625- 665 595- 695 675— 695' 525- 695! 545- 625 625—- 665! 625- 665) 625- 665) 695 | 665 L- 

36) 525 475 445- 495 375 425- 445 495 475- 495| 475- 495 545- 625! 595 | 465- 525 


545- 595 525- 575| 575- 595! 595- 625 645- 695) 595- 675) 565- 610 
425- 475) 445- 495 445- 495! 475- 595° 495- 565) 495- 565) 445- 500 
325- 365 325- 365) 385 445- 465) 395- 445 335- 383 


Plymouth Deluxe "$8) 545- 595 565- 595! 575 
"37| 445-465 425- 445 


"36| 365- 395 295- 345 365 


550- 595 535- 595 525- 555 
445- 485) 425- 495 375- 425 
245- 345 295- 395 295- 325 

















Studebaker Dictator 38) 625- 645 635- 665 795 695 et a ee 665- 745) 655- _ 
37) 495- 565 415- 465 495 465 495- 545 595 625- 645| 498- 563 

"36! 425 345- 425° 345 395 425- 465) 380- 428 

Studebaker President "38| 765 695- 795 | | 695-— 780 
_ 36] 425- 445 375 400- 44s 
Willys : - "38| 395- 445° 395- 435 | at a 445 ic. ae = ee a 
37) 325 395 __ 265 325 395 288- 372 

: - :  _— ff. + - ot ke 175- 235 175- 230 


National Average. All Makes, Feb. 18, $518-$585 
National Average, All Makes, Feb. 11, $521-$577 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled ex- 

| clusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom 

prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 
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Needs for Prosperity 


Cited in NAM Survey 


NEW YORK.—Conditions nec- 
essary for sustained prosperity 
once recovery is attained; most 
important conditions which have 
prevailed in previous periods of 
prosperity; causes of the 1937-’38 
depression, and background and 
extent of the 1937-’38 depression, 
are the subjects outlined in the 
completed report of the National 
Assn. of Manufacturers’ Commit- 
tee on the Study of Depressions, 
just made public here. 

Representing an 18-month study 
by more than 50 leading industri- 
alists and economists, the report 
cites the importance of determin- 
ing “the conditions whose exist- 
ence and continuance during per- 
iods of recovery and prosperity 
would have tended to prevent or 
alleviate, subsequent relapses.” 
Howard Coonley, association presi- 
dent heralded the report as “the 
first extensive examination of this 
vital problem by a large, authori- 
tative group” and asserted the 
study “is in line with American 
industry’s ever continuing effort 
at long-range solution of prob- 
lems affecting not only it, but the 
whole national well-being.” 

‘Tested Truth’ Cited 

W. T. Holliday, president of the 
Standard Oil Co., Cleveland, is 
chairman of the association’s de- 
pression study committee and E. 
V. O’Daniel, vice-president of the 
American Cyanamid Co., New 
York, is vice-chairman. 

Regarding the relation of gov- 
ernment and business, the report 
said government should base ac- 
tion on the “tested truth” that pro- 
vision of goods and services to 
the people of the United States 
can be performed “most economic- 
ally and beneficially” by private 
business. 

Regarding competition, prices 
and wages, the report lists as 
sustained prosperity requisites: 
Individual income keeping pace 





easy as this§ 


When you arrive at New 
York's Grand Central Ter- 
minal.simply hand your bags 
to a porter and say “Hotel 
Roosevelt... He will escort 
you through our private 
passageway. direct from the 
Terminal to the Roosevelt 
lobby—where we will do the 
rest... Perfeet convenience 
.»- Quality meals... Thought- 
ful service 2... And room 


comfort that) youll boast 


of back home—from 95. 





RRoOSEVELT 


BERNAM G. HINES, Managing Directo: 
MADISON AVE. AT 45th ST., NEW YORK 
Direct Entrance to Grand Central Terminal 


TR Lee Ua ONL 








with per capita productivity; full 
utilization of technological im- 
provements; prices of agricultural, 
industrial and commercial com- 
modities, services, and labor hav- 
ing such a relationship as will en- 
courage sufficient buying and sell- 
ing to provide steady employment 
for those able and willing to 
work; avoidance of unnecessary 
and uneconomic rigidities, whether 
public or private, in either prices 
or wages; absence of either gov- 
ernmental or private arbitrary or 
uneconomic restriction of the pro- | 
duction or marketing of goods in | 
an effort either to control prices or | 


|to secure other oppressive effects. 


Balance Seen Needed 

Sustained prosperity employ- | 
ment requisites are reported by 
the committee as: A balance be- | 
tween industrial, commercial and 
agricultural payrolls, employment 
and physical output, as indicated 
by the long term trend relationship | 
to prices and profits. This implies | 
the absence of abnormal and vio- | 
lent changes in unit labor costs, | 
which affect the relationship to | 
prices and profits. 


undue industrial expansion and 

labor inefficiency of booms. 
Other employment requisites 

cited are: Generally harmonious 


labor relations; an opportunity for | 
employment at productive work | 


for all those able to work and will- 
ing to accept available jobs at 
wages which conform to their pro- 


ductivity, together with an oppor- | 


tunity for advancement; the adop- 
tion by employers of all feasible 
methods for stabilizing the volume 
of employment in their respective 
enterprises. 


Factors Are Listed 

General factors listed by the 
committee as necessary for sus- 
tained prosperity were: Private 
construction of dwellings, and of 
agricultural, industrial and com- 
mercial buildings and construction 
of public works in constant, har- 
monious relationship with the na- 
tional income and with techno- 
logical improvements; absence of 
unusual and abnormal restrictions 
on trade among nations; absence 
of unusual and abnormal restric- 
tions on_ international capital 


movements which prevent desir- | 
able development of resources | 


and markets; business 
based on continual study of eco- 
nomic facts and trends, with par- 
ticular reference to avoidance of 
uneconomic expansion of produc- 
tive capacity and inventories. 


‘Four Detroit Salesmen 


Win Goodrich Plaques 
DETROIT.—H. F. Kidwell, R. A. 
Van Every, R. L. Foster and E. E. 
Angerman, wholesale salesmen in 
the Detroit district of the B. F. 
Goodrich Co., have been presented 
Master Merchandiser plaques by 
F. O. Slutz, district manager. 


DISTIN 


3 7 
CTIVE 
Discriminating travelers enjoy 
the perfect service, beautiful 
appointments, refined atmos- 
phere and convenient location 
of this world-famous hotel. 
A. S. Kirkeby, Managing Director 


ROL 


Michigan Avenue, CHICAGO 





It also means | 
an absence of the extensive cy- | 
|clical unemployment which char- 
acterizes depressions, and of the | 


policies 


Henry Ford’s Chuckle 


DEARBORN.—Henry Ford 
can have 2 private little 
chuckle at the expense of 
the designers, artists and 
builders of the various 
modernistic exhibits in the 
Ford exposition at the New 
York World’s Fair. 


The Ford Motor Co. in 


this and preceding fairs has 
commissioned the country’s 
leading designers and artists 
to make Ford exhibits as 
ultra-modern as possible. 


But with all the expendi- 
ture of money and talent, 
one of the most popular ex- 
hibits at each of those fairs 
was designed and built by 
Henry Ford himself, and it 
dates back to the year 1896. 

This particular exhibit is 
the first Ford automobile. It 
has been given prominent 
space in each Ford Fair 
building and in each it has 
attracted as much attention 
from visitors as any of the 
more modern and spectac- 
ular exhibits. 


73,000 Persons 
Jam Car Show 
At Jersey City 


JERSEY CITY, N. J.— More 


mated to have attended the 20th 
annual Hudson county automobile 
show, staged Feb. 18-25 at the 
Jersey City Armory under aus- 
pices of the Hudson County Auto- 
mobile Dealers’ Assn. 

| Frank Galland, general show 
| manager, described the event as 
the most successful of 


dealers. 

| Exhibits were also presented 
| during the show week by the 
| Hudson County Florists’ Assn., the 
| Port of New York Authority and 
others, including a wildlife ex- 
hibit presented by Harry Arm- 
| strong, state fish and game com- 
missioner, 
| Boy Scouts. Despite the additional 
| interest attracted by the side ex- 
| hibits, however, ‘the event re- 
/ mained primarily an automobile 
| show and its success is interpreted 
| as forecasting a lively spring salc 
| season here. 


Need Pointed Out 
For Light Alloys 


NEW YORK.—“One of the prin- 
| cipal tasks of the engineer as well 
jas the metallurgist during the 
| next generation lies in the elimi- 
nation of useless dead weight in 
| construction, or to put it another 
way, securing greater strength 
'with less weight,” says Charles 
B. Bohn, president of the Alumi- 
}num Assn. 

“The day will come in the not 
|'far distant future when our 
present types of construction will 
appear just as obsolete to us as 
the wooden railway coach, the 
|cast iron tractor or the horse- 
| drawn street car. 

| “We cannot even estimate the 
| staggering cost borne by humanity 
| today in moving dead, useless 
| weight. Millions upon millions of 
| ton-miles of excess weight are 


| 


being hauled over the tracks, the |ly newspapers, has been named | 


| roads, highways and streets of our 

country and of every country in 
the world because we have not as 
| yet learned to use lighter alloys 
and lighter methods of construc- 
tion,’ Bohn pointed out. 


Buick Has Displays 
At Golden Gate Fair 

FLINT.—With special displays 
Buick is featuring its valve-in- 
head straight eight engines, coil 
spring rear suspension, hydraulic 
brakes, new transmission gear- 
shift, safety items, etc., at the 
Golden Gate International Expo- 
sition in San Francisco. 

According to A. H. Belfie, di- 
rector of merchandising at the 
factory, the Buick exhibit is de- 
signed as an educational product 
presentation, representing this 
manufacturer's contribution to the 
trade and industry of the West. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| male chorus and Dan Seymour.) 
| Sponsored by U. S. RUBBER CO. | jiconsed 
| (Campbell-Ewald agency); at 10} ditional 


| hookup. 


orch, Hildegarde, Lynn 


the 
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By Pete Wemhoff 


99 Men 


| sioner would be given the power, 


and a Girl 
With Raymond Paige’s 99-piece 
Murray’s 


p.m. (EST) Wednesdays; 


Click: that’s this new kilocycle 


‘venture of U. S. Rubber Co. and 
| its 33,000 tire dealers. Smooth in 


'content, likewise in presentation | 
and ditto in reception. 


As tag indicates, there’s raft of | 


| talent to give half-hour show full- 


ness and richness. Attacked from | 
the angle of pop tunes in the} 
grand manner, program’s offerings | 
particularly fit it for strong op-| 





at 


partment. The highway commis- 


| under certain conditions, to pre- 
vent the erection of such boards. 

Companies doing outdoor ad- 
vertising business, would be 
at $50 a year. An ad- 
permit fee of 25 cents a 
year on each signboard would be 
charged. 


Account 
Gar Wood Industries, Inc., ap- 
points Creative Agency Associates, 
a newly - formed 


e ad agency here, 
<" to handle local 
. and national ad- 

( vertising and 
—_— public relations 





than 75,000 persons were esti- | 


its kind | 
ever conducted here. Reports of | 
| encouraging sales and prospects | 
were given by all participating | 


in co-operation with | : : : 
|turns from a questionnaire mailed | 


shortly after the first of the year, | 
and show news-| 


posish to rival network shows at 
same hour. 

| Raymond Paige's baton leads 
| his 99-piecer through several spiffy 
| numbers, standout on show caught 
'(1) being his “Parade” novelty. 
|Add to this the swell pipes of 
| Hildegarde (show’s skirted minor- 
ity), plus rendition of the Lynn 
|'Murray male chorus, and there’s 
little left to be desired. 

| Not the least of show’s attributes 
lis the restrained and choice com- 
|mercial spiels of Dan Seymour, 
‘who also m.c.’s. —Pete 


Used Cars 


Los Angeles Times now re- 
quires all its used car advertis- 
ers to denote license number of 
each model offered for sale. 

Designed to eliminate prac- 


tice of advertising “leaders” 
| only. 
| Preference 

Nationwide poll of Cadillac- 


LaSalle distributors and dealers on 
media preferences has _ placed 
newspapers at the top of the list, 
according to Admgr. Frank J. 
| Denney. Results are based on re- 


Denney said, 
papers the first choice for adver- 
tising expenditure by 73 percent 
of all voters. 

As result of the questionnaire, 
Denney said, the Cadillac spring 
| advertising campaign in news- 
| papers will be one of the most 








| 


extensive and elaborate in his- 
tory. “Newspapers will carry 
the bulk of LaSalle advertising 
copy, emphasizing not only the 
low cost, but also the perform- 
ance and new features intro- 
| duced exclusively on the car 
this year,” he said. “We expect 
| to reach roughly 20,000,000 
| newspaper readers before con- 
| clusion of the program.” 
| Examination of the Cadillac poll 
discloses 78 percent of distributors 
made newspapers their first choice, 
| while dealers registered a slightly 
|lower 71 percent. The question- 
[naire was an attempt to obtain 
|recommendations on use of the 
| company’s co-operative dealer ad- 
vertising fund. 
| 
| Reps 
| Woodyard Associates, Inc., co-op 
group of 2,113 publishers of week- 





| 
| 


national ad rep for weekly news- 
| paper members of California Pub- 
lishers Assn. 

| 

| Rural 

| Joint Committee on Radio Re- 
‘search, with NBC and CBS foot- 
|ing the bill, has just completed 
its Rural 
listening habits of rural popula- 
‘tion, broken down into economic 
classes, states and regions, sex and 
age of listeners, days of week and 
half-hours of day. 

Comprises four sections (Sec- 
tion 4 on Rural Radio ownership 
and use a separate report), cover- 
ing allocation of sets, listening 
data and methods used in survey. 


Bills 

Michigan legislature is studying 
a bill for the regulation of bill- 
boards by the State Highway de- 


Radio Study giving | 


| f for all of its di- 
visions, according 
: to G. A. Bassett, 
treasurer of the 


Gar Wood com- 


* a 


pany. 
fa Gilbert U. 
Radoye Radoye, ad man 


and publicist, is 
managing director of Creative 
Agency Associates. 


Advances 
Stewart-Warner Corp. promotes 
John E. Crockett, former  as- 


sistant to Adrector F. R. Cross. 

Will now handle sales promo- 
tion for Stewart-Warner acces- 
sories. 


Chatter 


True Story mag’s new format 
in April issue designed by Gilbert 
P. Farrar, who did ditto for Los 
Angeles Times and Look mag... 
George J. Podeyn joins Empire 
Broadcasting Corp., N. Y., in 
charge of sales and promotion ... 
Waldo E. Fellows now repping 
Sunset magazine in Mich.-Ohio 
territory ... Al M. Corrigan, head 
of agency division of Electro- 
| graph Co. and formerly with Ad- 
| vertisers, Inc., joins N. Y. office 
of Arthur Kudner, Inc. ... Me- 
Cann-Erickson, Ine., to handle 
major portion of Universal Credit 
Co.’s advertising . . . Cue maga- 
| zine issues nifty little booklet sur- 
| veying “how often do you do 
| things?” . . . Burton C. Wilson, 
| trie, sales mgr. of National Elec- 


tric Display Div., Walker & Co., 
| Detroit. 
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| IN NEW YORK 


At The Lexington as well as in Hawai 
the lei is the traditional symbol of we 
come — and you’ll find the same kind 
of hospitality here that visitors to th 
famous Islands so fondly tell about 
Stop at this friendly hotel on your nex 
trip to New York—conveniently locate 
in the heart of the Grand Central area 


st 

This famous restaure’ 
tie 

gives you the auther 


' 
atmosphere of the 
native dane 
jc in a glen” 
cal setting 


Islands 
ingand mus 
orous trop! 


JLOTEL LEXINGTO! 
~ Lexington Ave. at 48th St., New York 
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‘et to go after records. 
coo ne is Dave Shafer, “Old Shiny Eye”, who with Tom Eck 
the mous as a trainer of champions. Early in his career he trained 

e Rambler team, Tom Cooper, Art Lumsden, Herb Githens and 
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Development of bicycl ‘aan ae 

ev ycle races and i 

natural — to the growing popularity he followed as a 
and pleasure. acing, while following th i : 
later came to be one of its greatest stimulants.” Fema ore tae 
in the field by leading companies and, according to Chris’ account 
it would have taken an act of congress or membership in a unio 
before the “amateur” would be considered a professional. As a 
result best records of the day were set by “amateurs” and still 
stand as such. Last week Chris told of the successful assault of 
Johnny Johnson on father time in an effort to be the first man to 
ride a mile in less than two minutes. Paced by a running horse 
and riding behind a canvas kite, Johnson did the mile on a kite- 
shaped course in 2 minutes 57 seconds. This week Chris tells of 
Charley Murphy’s successful effort to do a mile in less than one 
minute. Murphy was aided and abetted by a railroad engine 
These early runs provided valuable lessons and basic theories for 
our present modern streamlining. 


Chapter IX — Mile-a-Minute Mur phy 

Charley Murphy and his brother Bill were top notchers 
even as far back as 1891. As amateurs they were on the 
New York Athletic Club team along with Arthur Zimmer- 
man. In those days Billy was the better of the two, but 
Charley outlasted him and in the latter part of their careers 
Charley came into his own. Following Johnson’s performance 
at Independence, he had nursed the idea that a mile-a-minute 
was possible on a bicycle, provided the pacemaking machinery 
could be found. He didn’t think it could be done behind the 
quads and triplets, giving human pace and he looked around 
for something super. 

Finally he bumped into Hal Fullerton, special agent of the 
Long Island Railroad, and out of it all came the idea of 
engine pace. Fullerton offered to provide it. And he did. 
A board track was laid between rails at Maywood, L. I. It 
was three miles long, which permitted a mile to get up speed, 
then the measured mile itself, with another mile of boards for 
slowing down. On the rear of the single car, pulled by a 
locomotive, was built a hood extending back probably six feet 
with a marker on the back of the car as a guide for Murphy 
to follow. 

Behind this pace, riding a Tribune bicycle geared to 104 
inches, Murphy, on June 30, 1899, rode the mile in 57-4/5 
seconds. | wasn’t fortunate to be in the party that saw the 
ride, but there was one witness whom everyone in the auto- 
mobile industry knows—Al Reeves, now vice-president and 
general manager of the Automobile Manufacturers <Assn., 
then a newspaperman who had been one of the New York 
correspondents of Bearings. So I knew him when. 


* * * * 


Rocking Like a Ship 

It was Al who told me just how thrilling that ride was 
and how near it came to becoming a fatality. Murphy had 
ridden the first half mile in 30 seconds and the wooden car 
hitched to the engine was rocking like a ship in a stormy 
sea and appearing every minute as if it would jump the track, 
Al told me. 

As the mile finished, the watches showed 57-4/5 seconds— 
something never accomplished before or since. When this 
was shouted to Murphy through the megaphones, he tried to 
back out from the six feet of vestibule but the vacuum was 
loo great and try as he would, he was unable to release 
himself. 

The engineer, believing of course that Murphy had slowed 
down, was fearful of putting on his brakes at that rate of 
speed and coasted along at 50 miles an hour. 

_ There were yells of consternation from the officials when 
twas seen that Murphy could not get clear of the vacuum or 
suction, knowing full well that the board track was fast 
coming to an end and. in half a minute Murphy and his 





THIS IS an interesting picture of the Stearns Yellow Fellow team, 
Holding up the triplet, which was used for 


ulian Bliss. In the picture on the single wheel is Otto Ziegler, of 


Yan Jose, Calif., who in his time, 40 years ago, was in the top flight. 
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FOLLOWING the pace set by a Long Island Railroad engine, 
Charles M. Murphy was the first man to ride a bicycle at better 
than a mile-a-minute rate. He did this on June 30, 1899; time 
57 4.5 seconds. The Saga tells in this instalment of the thrilling 
escape from death of Murphy after he had completed his record- 
breaking feat. 


bicycle would probably crash on the railroad ties. He was 


carried along as if towed by a rope. 

Everybody was shouting instructions. Murphy himself 
shouted something above the roar. He dare not come too 
close to the train for if his front wheel hit the car Murphy 
would be certain to be thrown. 


There was one unsung hero whose name Reeves does not 
recall—the brakeman on the train who was more than six 
feet high and weighed a couple of hundred pounds. When 
he yelled “hold on to my legs” half a dozen did so. He then 
leaned over the iron guard rail at the back of the car, far 
enough out to catch Murphy under the arm pits and with a 
marvelous showing of strength, raised Murphy and the bi- 
cycle, the pedals of which were tied to Murphy’s feet, and 
came backward with a crash, falling on those who were hold- 
ing his legs! An instant later we saw the end of the board 
track disappear and the railroad ties appear! 

Meantime, the train came to a stop and the engineer was 
surprised to learn of the narrow escape. He declared he 
might have put on the brakes and slowed down the train in 
the last mile if he had known Murphy’s dilemma, but ad- 
mitted the chances were two to one that the train would be 


thrown off the track. 
* * * * 


First Flying Cop 

“Because of this ride Charley became ‘Mile-a-Minute” 
Murphy and when he quit racing he had to his credit seven 
world’s records and 17 American marks. He quit to become 
a cop and he was New York’s first motorcycle policeman. 
Also he claims to have been the first policeman to fly an 
airplane. Now he is on the retired list and enjoying a pension. 

Cycling’s March of Time has eliminated from the record 
books the marks of Johnson and Murphy, but one thing they 
can’t take away from them is the glory of Johnson being the 
first to go a mile under two minutes and Murphy one mile 
under a minute. But it was not until I got the official dope 
from Walter Bardgett, editor of the American Motorcyclist, 
who used to do a bit of cycle racing in his time, that I 
realized what happened after Johnson and Murphy. 

Tommy Hall and A. E. Wills, English riders, rode over 
60 miles an hour at the Paris Velodrome, while Paul Guignard 
of France did 63 miles 255 yards on the Munich, Germany, 
track. The record for unlimited power machines with wind- 
shields was set at 76 miles 503 yards by Leon Vanderstuyft, 
a Belgian in 1928. Still faster was one lap on the Montlherey 
Motordrome at 83 miles an hour in a six-day race. Paced 
by an automobile over a road surface ““Torchy” Peden, Frank 
Bartell and Albert Marquet are credited unofficially with 
miles at 78, 81 and 90 miles per hour, but the National Cycling 
Assn. does not recognize such records. 

Sicycle racing really deserves a saga of its own, there’s so 
much that could be written about it. But when one is 
writing 50 years of memoirs he has to skip from flower to 
flower and just touch the highlights. Besides, I still have 
other phases of the cycling part of my life to touch on, so 
excuse it please if | change my pace. 


Editor’s Note: This is the ninth instalment of Chris 
Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. Subsequent instalments will 
appear in succeeding issues of Automotive News. 


service 


‘Orphaned’ Cord Owners 
| Form Permanent Group 


CHICAGO.—A permanent organi- | 
Cord | 
Owners’ club, was formed here this | 


zation, incorporated as_ the 
week. An initial meeting of a score 


of “orphaned” owners, out of a po- 


tential membership of 300 in the city, 


| maintenance of 


adequate 
facilities and the fellowship of those 
whose interests are common in a fine 
example of motor car mechanism.” 
Eligibility to membership consists of 
ownership of a Cord car, the com- 
mercial production of 
in 1937. When a member disposes of 
his car his affiliation automatically 


was held at the Lake Shore Athletic | '@pses 
Club and = the’ following — officers 

sane an é ey i . Ps ioe. ? 2 
elected cee, Bs = | pod Ulrope Moves Up 
vice-president, ‘ See “mmer anc ss 3 : 

ie kumceanmeciian. aaaa ae NEW YORK.—L. EF. Ulrope, regional 
secrelary-trcasurcr, “sien | hompson. | manager of sales, has been elected a 

Purposes of the club,” Peck said,| vice-president and director of the 

“include the possibility of inducing ae Beacon Oil Co. Ulrope re 
the ak PAS x : i _| cently assumed sales management of 
the maker, | et L. Cord, to revive the company which operates in New 


production of this car; the continued 


York and New England, 





which ceased | : : 
| legislation and in working toward 





They're Writing 
Chris: 


(Continued from Page 4) 

out this Dominion as “the Father 
of the Trans-Canada Highway.” 
For the decade preceding his 
death he was the president of the 
Canadian Automobile Assn. He 
built one of the first, if not the 
first, of Canadian bicycles and the 
first Canadian motorcycle. He was 
a Canadian cycling “champion,” 
erected the first road signs in this 
country, was one of the four 
founders of Canada’s first en-., 
thusiast of motoring, good roads 
and motor club activities. Doo- 
little’s good works live after him 
and rank him with the nation 
builders. 

Among his other inventions 
were the demountable rim and the 
universally known Doolittle bi- 
pass vaive. He was among the 
goodly group of pioneers who par- 
ticipated in the London to Brigh- 
ton Emancipation Day Run in 
1896. 

If I have been rightly informed 
another Torontonian, a pioneer car 
salesman, Bert Sills, invented the 
cushion frame for bicycles—War- 
ren B. Hastings, editor, Canadian 
Motorist, Toronto, Ontario. 


Changes Made 
In Fisher Body 
Plant Managers 


DETROIT.—The following ap- 
pointments were announced this 
week by E. F. Fisher, general 
manager of the Fisher Body: 

Allen D. Byers, resident man- 
ager of the Fisher Body Baltimore 
division, becomes resident man- 
ager of the Fisher Body St. Louis 
division, succeeding Wincent M. 
Dirkes, who died Feb. 17. 

Carl E. Hoehn, resident man- 
ager of the Fisher Body Buffalo 
division, becomes resident man- 
ager of the Fisher Body Baltimore 
division, succeeding Byers. 

Harlow D. Burnside, superin- 
tendent of the south unit of 
Fisher Body No. 1 plant at Flint, 
becomes resident manager of the 
Fisher Body Buffalo division, 
succeeding Hoehn. 

Byers joined Fisher Body in 
1922, later serving with the Over- 
seas division of General Motors 
and being in charge of construc- 
tion of the GM plant in Brazil. 
He was formerly assistant resi- 
dent manager at Fisher Body St. 
Louis. . 

Hoehn entered the Fisher Body 
division in 1921 and went to the 
Buffalo plant in 1921, later be- 
coming resident manager. Burn- 
side was with the Fisker Body 
division in Detroit and Norwoed, 
O., before going to Flint. Prior to 
that time he was with the Cadillac 
Motor Car division. 








Dealers Warned 
Of Ohio Bills 


CANTON, O.—Seventy-one 
bills, which would affect the 
automotive industry if passed, 
have been placed in the hopper of 
the Ohio legislature, Frank Shaut, 
legal representative of the Ohio 
Automotive Assn., and the Cleve- 
land Automotive Assn., told mem- 
bers of the Stark County Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. at a ban- 
quet here last week. 


Of the 71 bills, would 


four 


/prove serious handicaps to deal- 


ers, if passed, he contended. One 
of the new bills would require a 
duplicate license plate to be at- 
tached to the instrument panel 
inside the car, and would sell for 


| $1, he told the group. 


urged continued collec- 
in opposing unfair 


Shaut 
tive action 


improvements for the industry. 
George P. Maloney sr., president, 
was in charge of the meeting. 


Conclave Is Set 


SEATTLE.—The seventeenth annual 
conventien of Washington Motor 
Freight Association will be held at 
New Washington Hotel here, Apr. 29 
30 and May 1. Harold H. Mallory 
heads the convention committee 
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European, Domestic Situations Bolster Wall Street 


Automotive Prospects Seen 


Bright for Early Spring 


Special to Automotive News ' 
NEW YORK.—During the past | 
week there occurred one of those 
sudden reversals of sentiment that | 
often sweep over Wall Street with 
little notice. These changes sel- 
‘dom are without visible support, 


ception. 

There were several contributing | 
factors. Perhaps first was the | 
marked improvement in London 
markets, which Wall Street has 
been watching carefully as a sort 
of barometer of the European 
situation. Then there were several 


encouraging developments on the | 


domestic front, most important of 


importance to the automotive in- 
dustry, where the sitdown was 
most virilent. 

Much attention also was given 
by the Street to the statement by 
William S. Knudsen, president of 


j |General Motors, that there were 
however, and this was no ex-| 


no signs of a halt in the upward 
trend of the automotive industry. 

Strongest of all the automotive 
stocks in the week, covered by 
the Automotive News averages, 
were the tire and rubber issues. 
Contributing to this strength were 
the improved statistical position of 
crude rubber, the recent advance 
in tire prices and the fact that, 
due to low dealer inventories, the 





which was the U. S. 
court decisions outlawing the sit- 
down strikes. These decisions 
were viewed here as of particular 


$60,000,000 Bond 
Issue Asked for 


New N. J. Roads 


TRENTON, N. J.—A $60,000,000 
state bond issue to finance high- 
way construction was proposed 
here this week by State Highway 
Commissioner E. Donald Sterner, 
who said the issue would provide 
60,000 jobs without any increase 
in existing motorists’ taxes. 


Sterner’s plan _ provides for 
amortization of the issue over a 
25-year period. Construction would 
start next year when $20,000,000 
in bonds would be sold and like 
amounts would be issued in 1941 
and 1942. Amortization of the 
bonds, Sterner said, could be 
effected at a cost of 10 cents on 
each $1 of existing taxes on mo- 
torists. 

Sterner declared highway con- 
struction has fallen far behind ac- 
tual needs because of the diver- 
sion of $90,000,000 to $100,000,000 
of highway funds to relief and 
other purposes during the last nine 
years. Many highways are “gross- 
ly inadequate” to handle existing 
traffic, Sterner declared, with a 
resulting high accident frequency. 
He said nearly $120,000,000 has 
been collected from New Jersey 
motorists during the three years 
he has been commissioner, but 
less than $4,000,000 has been ex- 
pended on 100 percent state road 
construction projects. 





sneer 


-- 


supreme | 


manufacturers were expected to 
feel immediate beneficial effects of 
the higher quotations. 


Estimates were current in the 
Street this week that March pro- 
duction of motor vehicles would 
be as high as 70 percent ahead of 
a year ago, giving the first quarter 
an increase over the like 1938 
period of about 60 percent. The 
earnings outlook generally was 
regarded as favorable. Although 
production costs continue high in 
relation to total business, the up- 
ward trend in this respect ap- 
parently has been checked and 
profit margins were believed even 
to be showing some improvement. 


Not the least current influence 
in improved feeling generally is 
the apparent sincere effort of the 
national administration to take 
emphasis from reform measures 
of recent years and put it on re- 
covery. Several high officials of 
the government have emphasized 
this point and Congress appears 
to be determined to concern itself 
largely at the present session with 
giving encouragement to business. 

Average prices of automotive 
stocks now are at the highest point 
since the first week of this year. 
They are, of course, well above a 
year ago at this time, when they 
were approaching the lowest point 
of the 1937-38 recession. 


B. C. Mobile Units 
To Test Drivers 


VANCOUVER, B. C.—Three 
traveling units will shortly be put 
in operation in British Columbia 
to test automobile drivers through- 
out the province, and to augment 
the work of the permanent test- 
ing stations already opened by the 
provincial government. 


dt Inspector George A. Hood, of 


WHEN NEXT 
- YOU'RE IN 
WASHINGTON 


Enjoy the modern luxury of 
the Hotel Raleigh. It’s been 
done over from top to bottom. 
Bright, modern guest rooms 
set a new standard for com- 
fort. Diverting new restau- 
rants, including the glamorous 
Pall Mall Room, the capital's 
smartest dinner and supper 
place. Delicious food. Rooms 
from $3.50. 

Write Department A for 

free descriptive booklet 


C. C. SCHIFFELER, Gen. Mgr. 


HOTE 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AND 
127s ST. N.W., bear Tata D.C. 


|the B. C. motor license division, 


provincial poliice, stated two of 
the mobile units would commence 
service on Vancouver Island and 
the third would operate in the 
Fraser Valley area. 

These mobile units will com- 
prise a provincial police patrol 
|car with all necessary equipment 
to conduct drivers’ tests. The 
equipment will be set up at pro- 
| vincial and municipal police sta- 
tions in areas to be served and a 
schedule of visits published for 
| the convenience of the public. 





| Remodeling Set 


By International 


MILWAUKEE. — An _ 18-month., 
| $3,000,000 modernization program 
has been announced for the local 
works of the International Har- 
| vester Co. by E. J. Leiser, super- 
| intendent. 

The program includes a com- 
| plete rehabilitation of the foundry 
}to equip it for specialization in 
the manufacture of large castings 
|and the laying out of consider- 
|}able factory space for the manu- 
| facture of two new sizes of diese] 
;}engines for the Harvester’s diesel 
| line. 


| The 


truck section of Automotive 
| News the ly ati 
| News is 1e only publication edited 
entirely for the truck, trailer and 


truck equipment dealer 


ge 


Stock Averages 


Last This Year 
Week Week Change Ago 
24 motors 31.06 3262 +1.56 23.22 
10 car-truck cos. 32.10 33.60 -+1.50 24.28 
10 parts-acces. 25.04 2656 +1.52 21.46 
4 tire-rubbers 26.25 28.53 +2.28 20.21 





30 Dealers’ Sons 
Graduate From 
Chevrolet School 


DETROIT. — Graduation exer- 
cises were held Friday evening for 
the 30 Chevrolet dealers’ sons who 
completed their eight-week course 
in the Post-Graduate School of 
Modern Merchandising and Man- 
agement, the unique _ industrial 
“college’”’ sponsored by Chevrolet. 

Speaker of the evening, at the 
banquet held in the Book- 
Cadillac hotel, was T. H. Keating, 
assistant general sales manager of 
Chevrolet, who acted in the 
absence of William E. Holler, gen- 
eral sales manager and founder of 
the school. 

T. O. McLaughlin, director and 
chief instructor of the school, was 
toastmaster. Each graduate spoke 
briefly on a phase of the work 
covered since the school session 
began Jan. 9. 

Class officers who took part in 
the ceremonies were William J. 
Green, Dayton, O., and Edwin H. 
Schadt, Allentown, Pa., co-presi- 
dents; William C. Musgrove, Sil- 
ver City, N. M., vice-president; 
Ben D. Redd, Price, Utah, secre- 
tary; James J. Baggett, Ft. Worth, 
Tex., treasurer, and valedictorian, 
Robert L. Hall, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Automotive Men 


Are Named to 
NAM Committees 


NEW YORK. — Executives of 
the automotive and related indus- 
tries are prominent among the 
chairmen and vice-chairmen of 
the committees which will shape 
the policies of the National Assn. 
of Manufacturers during the cur- 
rent year. 

Among the committee leader- 
ship appointments, just announced 
here by Howard Coonley, associa- 
tion president, are: vice-chairman 
of the government finance com- 
mittee, F. E. Schluter, president of 
Thermoid Co.; vice-chairman of 
the employment relations commit- 
tee, Col. Charles E. Speaks, presi- 
dent of the Fisk Rubber Co.; 
chairman of the healthful working 
conditions committee, H. C. 
Beaver, president of Worthington 
Pump & Machinery Corp.; vice- 


chairman of the public relations | 
committee, Paul Garrett, director | 


of public relations, General Mo- 
tors Corp. 

Other appointments include: 
chairman of the study of depres- 
sion committee, W. T. Holliday, 
president of Standard Oil Co., 
Cleveland; vice-chairman of the 
national defense committee, W. S. 
Farish, president of Standard Oil 
Co. of N. J.; vice-chairman of the 
patents and trade marks commit- 
tee, J. Howard Pew, president of 
Sun Oil Co., and vice-chairman of 
the economic security committee, 
George W. Guth, of Socony- 
Vacuum Oil Co., Inc. 


Waukesha Shows Profit; 
25-Cent Dividend Is Set 


WAUKESHA, Wis. Waukesha 
Motor Co. 


reports earnings as of 
Jan. 31, 1939, at the close of the first 
half are $108,589. This is equivalent 
to 27 cents per share on the $5 par 
common stock. 
The regular quarterly dividend of | 
25 cents per share was declared, 
payable \pr. 1, 1939, to stockholders 
on record as of Mar. 15, 1939 


Profit Takes Dip 
MILWAUKEE.—The Briggs & Strat 
ton Corp. reports a profit $642,113 for 
1938 compared with $1,274,400 in 1937. 
The firm's total current assets amount 
ed to $2,192,302 while current liabili- 


ties aggregated $451,209, a ratio of 4.86 | FIFTH AVENUE e at 


to 1 














Licensing Laws are Termed 


Safeguard for Dealer, Public 


Special to Automotive News 

LINCOLN, Neb.—At the annual 
banquet of the Nebraska Auto- 
mobile Dealers’ Assn. here State 
Senator G. Erle Ingram, of Wis- 
consin, told dealers that a sound 
dealers’ licensing law is a “safe- 
guard for both the public and the 
dealers. Dealer licensing under the 
Nebraska and Wisconsin laws,” he 
declared, “is not governmental co- 
ercion when administered by a 
group of responsibile persons.” 

“We haven't lost any rugged 
individualism because of govern- 
mental regulatory acts,” said the 


Petroleum Taxes 
Exceed 1 Billion 
Dollars in 1938 


NEW YORK.—More than one of 
every 10 tax dollars collected in 
the United States during 1938 were 
levied on petroleum and its prod- 
ucts and paid largely by consum- 
ers. Preliminary estimates of the 
American Petroleum Industries 
Committee place the cost of petro- 
leum taxation last year at $1,277,- 
680,972, or slightly more than 10 
percent of the estimated $12,200,- 
000,000 in taxes collected from all 
sources. 


The 1938 petroleum tax bill ex- 
ceeded a billion and a quarter dol- 
lars for the second consecutive 
year. The 1938 collections increase 
to $11,808,484,000 the total of 
petroleum taxes received by fed- 
eral, state and local governments | 
since 1921. | 

Preliminary estimates indicate | 
that petroleum earnings in 1938 
were equivalent about to one- 
quarter of the tax bill. In no re- 
cent year has the industry earned 
as much as it and its customers 
have paid the tax collector the 
committee reports. Based on pre- 
liminary estimates placing the 
1938 domestic production of crude 
oil at 1,213,254,000 barrels, tax 
collections approximated $1.05 per 
barrel, or roughly equal to the 
market value. Thus the taxes had 
the effect of doubling the cost of 
oil to the consumer. 

As in prior years, 76 percent of 
petroleum tax collections were de- 
rived from the duplicating federal, 
state and other taxes on motor | 
fuel. Early estimates place the} 
1938 gasoline tax bill at $963,407,- 
797 which, on the basis of the 
national average price, indicates 
that these levies were the equiva- 
lent of a 38.7 percent retail sales | 
tax. 


Texas Bill Amending 


Load Limit Set Back 


AUSTIN, Tex.—Efforts to amend 
the present statutes, limiting truck 
loads to 7,000 pounds, received a ser- 
ious setback here this week when the 
house highways and motor traffic 
committee rejected, by a vote of 11 
to 10, a motion, introduced hy Kep. 
Homer Leonard of McAllen, to rec- 
ommend the bill. 

Advocates of the bill have declared 
that their only hope of revival is in 
mustering a majority vote in. the 
house for a motion to print on min- 
ority report. Such action will be 
taken immediately. 


Dhe Plaza 


NEW YORK 


Preferred by those who are 
satisfied with nothing but 
the best. Facing Central 
Park, the Plaza is ideally 
located in the social cen- 
ter of New York. Subway 
station at Hotei direct tc | 
New York World's Fair & 
Henry A. Rost, President and Man 


"Ex 2 


——— 
Managing tor 
59th S 


speaker, “but we may have lost 
it with the advent of great com- 
binations of capital and with co- 
ercion by great wealth.” 

He said that automobile dealers’ 
organizations and licensing laws 
are opposed by factories, since 
they tend to remove factory con- 
trol of dealer practices. 


The first result of regulating 
dealers by state licensing laws, 
according to the Wisconsin sen- 
ator, was to get out of the business 
many fly-by-night salesmen and 
dealers who were not investors 
in the industry and did not act- 
ually buy for resale. Second was 
to make progress to eliminate 
over-allowances. The speaker said, 
however, that he does not favor 
a code for used cars. Third, all 
outlets which did not have service 
departments were eliminated. 


“With the public demanding re- 
duction in the highway accident 
toll, the dealers must maintain a 
service department which will as- 
sure the customer of a continual- 
ly safe car,” the speaker said. 

Ingram concluded that the real 
purposes of the licensing laws are 
the ambitions of the large num- 
ber of dealers who desire to pro- 
tect their investments, provide 
skilled service, promote safety, 
build their business reputation, 


and establish themselves with the }} 


public. 


Brookings Head 
Will Speak at 
ASTE Banquet 


DETROIT.—Harold Glenn Moul- J; 


ton, president, the Brookings In- 


stitution, Washington, is to be the }; 


featured speaker at the preview 


dinner preceding the opening of f) 


the Machine and Tool Progress 
Exhibition here on Mar. 13. 

The dinner, sponsored by a 
group of leading industrialists, 
including K. T. Keller, president, 
Chrysler Corp: W. S. Knudsen, 
president, General Motors Corp, 
and Alvan Macauley, president, 
Packard Motor Car Co., 
operation with the American So- 
ciety of Tool Engineers, has as 


its topic “The Effect of the Dev-}: 


elopment of the Machine on Em- 
ployment and Standard of Living”. 

The Brookings Institution of 
which Dr. Moulton is president, was 


| formed in 1927 as an amalgamation 


of the Institute of Economics, the 
the Institute for Government Re- 


search, and the Robert Brooking 
| Graduate School of Economics and 
| Government. 


Dr. Moulton has 
been its president since its form- 
ation. 


Chris Sinsabaugh’'s 
“Sparks” column is read by the “wide- 


| awake” in the industry. 
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in co-f) 


sparkling 


























neil mouths are by staking $3,- 
mq00, of which $1,300,000 has 
yen invested in new tools and 
chinery, on the proposition. 
. than four years the 
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By Chris 


Si nsabaugh 





tal production of lubricants .. . 
Motorists purchase 90 percent of 
the total gasoline consumption ot 
gasoline in this country.” 

oh a % 


cor more ; 

for, eers have been working on| ALFRED REEVES, vice-presi- 
a ne job and now everyone ati dent of the Automobile Manu- 
-om- 


1 cO- ight foot. 

of on the righ "s 
ilers® 
laws 
since 
con- 


an 
4 Vance studied income statis- 


cs, It was found that, out of a 
ntal of 24,000,000 car owners in 
this country, 8,000,000 have in- 
mes of less than $20 a week. In 
ge next bracket are 5,000,000 who 
arn less than $40 weekly. Only 
3500000 earn above $50, while 
ere are fewer than 500,000 with 
gcoomes above $5,000 a year. 

"Of course, they figured Stude- 
wker’s new car should have a 
gong appeal for those in the 
‘gst two classifications and that 
|, all |e appeal should be low price in 
rvice |i» first place, a lighter car and 
1. ne with low maintenance costs. 
g re- Imey figured it out that the reason 
ident |e present life of the average car 
1in a Jigs been increased in the last few 
1 as- Jwars from the seven years that 
nual- fied to be accepted as the 
d. mgevity yardstick to 10% years 


ating 
laws, 
sen- 
iness 
and 
stors 
act- 
was 
inate 
said, 
favor 













real Jas because those in the two low 
s are |nome brackets could not afford 
pos » buy new ones. 
ovide | | DO NOT mind admitting it 
fety, low that on my _ recent South 
ition, I3end visit I was taken into the 
n the |wly of holies and given a look- 
ve at the new job. I saw a car of 
yautiful design, one in which no 
urts from other members of the 
judebaker family were used, a 
ar that was brand new from rear 
it wmper to radiator, one that 
wighs 500 pounds less than any 
4eUlmer of comparable size and 


which, it is claimed, will give a 
to 25 percent increase in 
gsoline economy than is avail- 
ble in the cars of competitive 
mkes. As for roominess it 1s 


foul- 
; In- 
e the 


‘wth Bend feels the company is/|facturers Assn.: 


BUT BEFORE committing the | 
y, Paul Hoffman and Har- | tribute 


view 
1g offomparable with the Ford 85, I 
gress Iwas told. 

* = * 
»y aj OVER IN Valhalla, Charles | 
alists, 







iweek ago Friday night when the 
tel, rubber, petroleum, cotton 
nd automobile industries 


ident, 
idsen, 
Corp, 
ident, 
1 cOo- 
1 So- 
iS as 
Dev- 
Em- 
ring”. 
n of 
t, was 
ation 
. the 
t Re- 
oking 
s and 

has 
form- 


ulcanize rubber, by admitting 
wer an NBC national hookup that 
ach of the industries named had 
wofited greatly through what 


wads of these industries lauded 
tm to the skies. If Valhalla was 


opher Columbus of rubber must 
ave felt that the present gen- 


tally after each of the speakers 
tis own industry had derived 
tom the discovery. 


FOR INSTANCE, Edward R. 
Yettinius, chairman of the board 
f United States Steel, said: “To 
-harles Goodyear goes much credit 
o his contribution to the ad- 
fances made in two of our most 
rviceable industries—steel and 


kling 
‘wide 















“Ns more.” 
Floyd W. Jefferson, whose com- 
bany is one of the largest distrib- 
ors of cotton textiles in the 
‘orld: “In the manufacture of 
es, cotton is of equal importance 
{ith rubber. Pneumatic truck 
es date their employment from 
416. Since that time, the num- 
T of registered trucks 


* * 2% 
e , 
wr, WILLIAM R. Boyd jr., execu- 
An Petroleum Institute: ‘Good- 
(“t's discovery has meant to the 


ee. 
ae by automobiles, trucks 
he uses in the United States in 
but year 1938 alone . . . and the 
OMmotive industry consumes ap- 


“oximately 42 percent of our to- 








$} has | 
j : ped from 215,000 to more than | 
| 900,000 which are in use today.” | 


s “Ye vice-president of the Ameri- | 


uppened 100 years ago. For the | 


| lege this summer. 


tad told of the particular benefits | 


bber—which give employment | 
Dhundreds of thousands of men | 
id women and pleasure to mil- | 





oy i roleum industry the consump- | 
222 of 19,718,635,000 gallons of 


paid | d 
tibute to his discovery of how to | was 37,000 units. 


m the radio hookup this Chris- | 


tation is most appreciative, espe- | 


; “The millions of | 
automobiles, trucks and coaches 
on the far-flung highways of the 
world are, in and of themselves, : 
to Goodyear’s notable 
achievement. . . . The automobile 
industry uses 80 percent of the 
rubber brought to this country. 
... It may be news to my hearer 
to know that 250 rubber parts are | 
used in the average motor car, re- | 
quiring more rubber than is used | 
in the tires.” | 
a * a 


ANOTHER GUY with a cele- | 
bration to celebrate—C. E. Daw- | 
son, general manager of the fleet | 
sales division of General Motors. | 
Probably the C stands for Clarence 
or Cyrus, but after all we know 
him as Earl. Anyway, as of Mar. 
1, which was last Wednesday, 
Dawson wound up a 30-year 
stretch with GM and of course his 
assistants gave him a wrist watch. | 
And that was a party to which I | 
was not invited, so all I can give 
you is second-hand information. | 

If I were a Damon Runyan, I 
probably could write a most inter- 
esting dossier on this man oa | 
son. Thirty years is a long stretch 
in any one company, but this Earl 
Dawson really is entitled to a 
break in Who’s Who. His case his- 
tory shows that his career started 
with Welch-Detroit, at that time 
owned by GM. This was in 1909, 
which gives him a GM franchise. 
Welch afterwards moved to Sagi- 
naw and made the Rainier and 
Welch cars, which long ago went 
into the discard, which gave Earl 
a job with the Little Motor Car 
Co. in 1912, which later evoluted 
into Chevrolet. Earl in 1916 ran 
Chevrolet’s retail store in Detroit 
and in 1919 became zone manager | 
in Flint and three years later he 
was assistant general sales man- 
ager for Chevrolet in Detroit. It 
was in 1921 that he formed the 
fleet sales division of GM and he 


| 


Goodyear’s ears must have burned | has drawn his pay check on this 


job for the past nine years. Now 
he bosses 12 offices throughout the 
country and his volume last year 


Driving Course Set 

EAST LANSING, Mich.—aA. traffic 
education class, covering the basic 
principles of driving an automobile, 
will be offered at Michigan State Col- 
Harold E. Haun, 
East Lansing police chief, will be in 
charge. 


} 
| 





cabs and 129-inch wheelbase Eight 


sales manager, 
wheelbase taxicab model. 





in the Country 
model for limousine and family use is announced by 
Tracy, right, vice-president in charge of sales, and H. F. 
are here shown inspecting 
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ONLY MARCHING CLUB entered by an automobile dealer in the St. Paul (Minn.) Winter Carnival was this 


unit composed of 70 employes of the St. Paul Buick Co. division of W. R. 
| the St. Paul sports carnival, this marching club all made trips on snow trains to Eau Claire, Wis., and Bear Lake. 


Stephens Co. In addition to appearing in 





25th Birthday Feted 


By Montreal Assn. 

MONTREAL. — The Mon- 
treal Automobile Trade 
Assn., formed in 1913 by a 
number of far-seeing busi- 
ness men engaged in various 
phases of the motor vehicle 
trade, is this year celebrat- 
tng its silver anniversary. 


The creed of the associa- 
tion is “to promote confi- 
dence, trust and business- 
like relations among its vari- 
ous members and industries, 
and fair dealing with the 
outside world; to improve 
and elevate the business and 
promote the interests of the 
automobile industry in gen- 
eral.” 

Among members promi- 
inently associated with the 
group are G. O. Clermont, 
president; E. A. Everson, 
vice-president; P. N. Main- 
guy, secretary; S. C. Griffith 
and R. H. Pattison, directors. 


Plans Progress 
For Convention 


Of AERA July 5 


INDIANAPOLIS. — Plans are 
progressing for the 17th annual 
convention of the Automotive 
Engine Rebuilders Assn., to be 
held at the Lord Baltimore hotel 
in Baltimore July 5-7. 

The convention dates follow a 
week-end and a holiday, giving 
members and guests an oppor- 
tunity to attend the convention 
and take in the New York World’s 
Fair. 

Manufacturers of automotive 
parts and equipment are already 
making plans to exhibit at the 


'show held in connection with the 


technical sessions. 


J 


NEW 7-PASSENGER model mounted on 119-inch wheelbase Six for taxi- 


Club Custom Sedan 
Hudson. William R. 
Byrne, assistant 
119-inch 


the roominess of the 


}|sion fund, or 1 percent of gross 


Special Report 


to Employes 


Prepared by International 


CHICAGO.—Details of 1938 | ers as dividends, and executive of- 
operations of the International | ficers in salaries declined in 1938 


Harvester Co. were presented to 
employes of the company this 
week in a special annual report 
by President Sydney G. Mc- 
Allister. The report to employes 
followed by a week the report 
made to stockholders of the com- 
pany, and is being distributed in 
pamphlet form and in employe 
magazines. 

In a section of the report en- 
titled ‘Responsibilities of Manage- 
ment and Employes,” McAllister 
called attention to the common 
purposes of the three groups in- 
terested in modern business opera- 
tion—stockholders, employes and 
customers.” 

Included in the company’s re- 
port to employes was a summary 
of 10 years of Harvester’s opera- 
tions, showing gross receipts from 
all sources and how these re- 
ceipts were spent. 

In the 10-year period from 1929 
through 1938 total gross receipts 
of the company from all sources 
were $2,202,358,000. Of this 
amount $901,013,000 was spent for 
materials, fuel, supplies, etc.; $72,- 
722,000 was set aside to replace 
equipment and manufacturing and 
selling facilities as they wear out; 
taxes amounted to $103,343,000; a 
total of $59,132,000 was set aside 
for losses on sales, while other 
expenses of manufacture and dis- 
tribution amounted to $112,859,000. 
The total of all of these necessary 
costs of doing business over the 
10-year period was $1,249,069,000, 
or 56.7 percent of the company’s 
gross receipts for the period, the 
report said. 

This left 43.3 percent of gross 
receipts, which was expended as 
follows: employes were paid in 
wages, salaries, and extra com- 
pensation a total of $734,985,000, 
or 77.1 percent of the amount left 
over after other costs of doing 
business, or 33.4 percent of gross 
receipts. Stockholders received in 
dividends $140,179,000, or 6.4 per- 
cent of gross receipts; $21,138,000 
was paid into the employes’ pen- 


receipts; $7,376,000 was paid to 
executive officers as compensa- 
tion, or three-tenths of 1 percent 
of gross receipts; while $49,611,- 
000 remained in the business to 


provide new and improved fa- 
cilities as needed. 
The Harvester report to em- | 


ployes showed how total payments 
to employes in wages, salaries and | 
other compensation, to stockhold- | 


Car Insurance Rates 


Up 10 to 20% in Canada 

MONTREAL. — Increases in 
automobile insurance rates, rang- 
ing from 10 to 20 percent, will | 
become effective throughout On- 
tario on Mar. 1, it is announced | 
by companies underwriting the in- 
surance. 
| A market increase in public 
| liability and property damage 
| claims was said to be responsible | 
| for the advance. Rates for these 
types of insurance in 
Hamilton and Windsor have been 
increased 10 percent. At the same 
time reduction of 20 percent 
fire insurance is announced. The 
average increase is between 7 and 
9 percent 
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as a result of the company’s re- 
duced business. This table shows 
the reductions: 


1938 1937 

(000) (000) §=in 1938 
Received by employes 
in wages, salaries, 
and other compensa- 
I cepisisticcensancvssageineohins $96,000 $125,000 23.2% 
Received by  stock- 
holders in divi- 


dends a 22,698 38.8% 
Received by 14 


ecutive officers ve 520 718 271.7% 

During 1938, the report to em- 
ployes showed, the company con- 
tributed $667,000 to the employes’ 
pension trust fund, and made a 
contribution of $392,000 to the 
Employes’ Benefit Assn. Social se- 
curity taxes paid by the company 
during the year for old-age bene- 
fits and unemployment insurance 
amounted to $3,046,000, while the 
plan of vacations for factory em- 
ployes cost the company $1,814,000 
during the year. 

Although weekly incomes of 
Harvester employes were un- 
avoidably lowered in 1938, due to 
reduced business, McAllister told 
employes that average hourly 
wage rates were higher for 1938 
than for 1937, because wage in- 
creases put into effect in the 
spring of 1937 were continued in 
effect throughout 1938. Average 
1938 hourly wage rates of em- 
ployes were the highest in the 
company’s history, he said. 

The standard work week of 
Harvester empleyes, McAllister 


said, has been reduced from 55 
hours in 1914 to 40 hours in 1938, 
while average hourly earnings in 
1938 for all operations in the 
United States were about three 
times the average hourly earnings 
in 1944. 
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C. E. (Chuck) HUTTON 
Memphis, Tenn. 
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Memphis Dealer Tells 
Why He Is More Enthu- 
. siastic Than Ever Before 
| About This Triple-Profit 
Dealership! 


O my mind, it would be mighty difficult 

to make a dealership pay adequate 

profits without the help of a complete 

truck line such as Dodge- Plymouth 

dealers have,” says C. E. (Chuck) Hutton, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

“Actually, that handsome new line of 
Dodge trucks all by itself gives Dodge- 
Plymouth dealers a greater sales 
potential than some dealers have from 
their entire line! 

“And think what Dodge-Plymouth 
dealers have in addition to that truck 
line! With the new Dodge and the new 

ek 7. Plymouth we have a combination of 
star performers that gives us as sweet a 

1939 DODGE LUXURY LINER. *s0"s%,0°" ane | meee ee sales opportunity as I have ever seen in 
beautiful, more luxurious, roomier...and with new engineering 1939 DODGE TRUCKS. a line to meet practically my 14 years as a Dodge dealer!” 


advantages! Yet this new Dodge Luxury Liner is priced even any and every hauling need. 


lower than last year’s Dodge! Seven “truck-built” engines provide power expressly for service No wonder Dodge can afford to say 
required—mean maximum economy. 6-cylinder engines with gas- to any dealer: ‘‘ Take a Look...that’s 
and oil-saving features. Springs, axle shafts are of tough Amola yo 
Steel. Yet new Dodge trucks are priced with the lowest! all or asks! 





1939 PLYMOUTH “So beautiful you won't believe it’s a 


* low-priced car!” New luxury...longer 
wheelbase...new Remote Control shifting... New All-Silent Auto- 
Mesh Transmission! Plymouth sets a new pace for 1939! 








